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Haitian Economy Shows Signs of 
Recovery; Coffee Crop Larger 


The Haitian economy has shown signs of recovering from the depres- 
sion which resulted from the damage and loss of export crops caused by 


the hurricane in October 1954. 


Increased coffee exports from an above-average crop, estimated at 
360,000 bags of 80 kilograms each, portend a more prosperous year 


than 1954. Exports in 1954 amounted 
to some 245,000 bags. Coffee prices 
have held fairly well, although they 
have tended to drop. 

Because of the Government’s short 
receipts and exceptionally heavy ex- 
penditures in the fiscal year ended 
September 30, 1955, the budgetary 
deficit amounted to about 52 million 
gourdes, or $10.4 million. This deficit 
Was made up largely from advances 
by the National Bank in exchange for 
10-year 5-percent bonds and Treasury 
bills. Expenditures totaled some 189 
million gourdes, $37.8 million, while 
tax revenues totaled 137 million 
gourdes, $27.4 million. This includes a 
transfer from a special account not 
normally included in budgetary reve- 
nues, 


The Government’s debt position 
changed radically in the fiscal year 
1954-55, the total debt having been 
some 112 million gourdes at the be- 
ginning of the year and 241 million 
gourdes at its close. The large in- 
crease was the result chiefly of the 
additional obligations for the Arti- 
bonite Vally project being financed by 
the Export-Import Bank, which rose 
from 35 million gourdes to 105 million. 


Foodstuffs Consumption Rises 


Foodstuffs consumption in Haiti in 
the year ended September 30, 1955, 
showed increases over the comparable 
period a year earlier, some of which 
were attributable to the fact that the 
United States supplied about 12,000 
tons of grain foods and 500 tons of oil 
to hurricane victims. The consump- 
tion of domestic edible oils manufac- 
tured in two cottonseed-oil plants, 
increased by over 53 percent compared 
with the preceding year. Oil and fat 
imports decreased. 

Flour consumption decreased some 
3% percent, and rice imports in- 
creased. Cotton-cloth imports in the 
year ended September 30, 1955, showed 
almost a 60-percent reduction from 
the year earlier. Since cotton cloth 





is.an important item among low-in- 
come consumers, the decrease reflects 
the general depressed conditions 


which prevailed during most of the ~ 


year. 


Indications are, however, that actual 
consumption did not decrease as much 
as import statistics would imply, since 
importers held large inventories at 
the beginning of the last fiscal year 
and credit, which is normally ex- 
tended to importers for replacing in- 
ventories, was very restricted. 

Cement imports decreased 66 per- 
cent and soap imports 65 percent, 
caused principally by the fact that 
the production in Haiti of these 
two commodities began during the 
year. 

Trade Deficit $3 Million 


Haitian merchandise imports in the 
year ended September 30, 1955, were 
estimated at $38 million, while ex- 
ports totaled $35 milion, making a 
trade deficit of some $3 million. The 
preceding year’s exports were vahied 
at $55.5 million and imports at $47.5 
million, resulting in an export surplus 
of $8 million. 


The next sugar crop probably will 
be exceptionally large, according to 
the MHaitian-American Sugar Co. 
(HASCO). However, because of fall- 
ing international sugar prices, the 
favorable effects on the Haitian 
economy will be minimized. Owing to 
a lack of purchasing power, domes- 
tic consumption of sugar has not 
maintained normal levels with a re- 
sultant carryoy ~ from the 1954 crop. 
Sales of new-crop sugar on the do- 
mestic market probably will be below 
normal in 1956. Grinding for the 
season was expected to begin in Jan- 
uary at HASCO. 

Owing largely to the efforts of the 
Institut de Credit Agricole et Indus- 
triel (Agricultural and Industrial 
Bank), the administrators of the ba- 


(Continued on Page 22) 





Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 
Information on all phases of 


world trade—ranging from compre- — 


hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 


is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Offics 


Bidg. 
Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8} 
Boston Dy TF i 8. Post Office and 


Courtho 
Buffalo 3, N. x. 117 Ellicott St 
ide. wi Sa eoea be geant Josq 
oz * °. Wres 200 Jackson | Ones mide, 
o 6 
imei Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 


SS it Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
ag Commerce 8t. 


ariek. 438 New Oustomhouse. 


3 Tenn., ai2 Palls ‘Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1, “han. 319 


Bidg. 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charlies Ave. . 
New York ay N. Y., 110 BE. 45th 8t. 
ee aan 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut Bt. 


a Ariz., 137 N. Second A 
Pittsbur h 22, 107 Sixth at 
Port 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse 


Reno, Nev., 14 "Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

Sal {= ity i, Utah, 222 8. w, Temp Te 
Salt ‘em; 

San cisco 1 ul, 419 Custom- 


Calif., Room 


Ga., 235 U. 8S. Courthouse and 
Post ce Bidg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Swiss Foreign Trade at Record Volume 


The high level of Swiss prosperity in October 1955 continued to be 
reflected in the current record volume of foreign trade. 

For the first 10 months of 1955, imports were about 14 percent above 
those of the like 1954 period, and exports were approximately » 6.5 
percent higher. The trade deficit continued unusually large, amounting 


to 656.1 million francs for January- 
October 1955, compared .with 290.9 
million francs for the corresponding 
1954 period. According to observers 
the"larger deficit is not disturbing to 
the Government, since the large pas- 
sive trade balance is an anti-infla- 
tionary influence. 

Imports in October amounted to 550 
million francs, 48.7 million greater 
than in October 1954; exports rose by 
$44 million, totaling 517.7 million 
francs. October 1955 was the second 
month in the history of Swiss trade 
statistics when exports exceeded the 
half-billion-franc mark. 


In the month, export increases were 
especially marked in the watch, elec- 
trical appliance, and instrument sec- 
tors. Watch exports increased from 
99.9 million francs in September to 
1145 million francs in October, while 
electrical appliances exports also rose 
substantially. 


Despite Switzerland’s prosperity and 
its record foreign trade, the French 
decision to double the tariffs on Swiss 
.watches was unfavorably received. 
Announcement of the French action 
came shortly after the successful con- 
clusion of difficult Franco-Swiss nego- 
tiations for a new commercial accord, 
which increased quotas for many 
Swiss products for the 2-year period 
it covers, as opposed to the 6-month 
period of earlier accords. Public en- 
thusiasm was immediately dampened, 
however, with the French tariff de- 
cision. 


New commercial accords were sign- 
ed with Finland and Germany in Oc- 
tober. No details are available con- 
cerning the Swiss-German conven- 
tion. Under terms of the Swiss-Fin- 
nish accord, Finland may pay up to 
20 percent of the cost of Swiss imports 
in the currencies of the European 
Payments Union countries, and Fin- 
land will enlarge import quotas of 
Swiss nonessentials. 

Other negotiations were started in 
Luxembourg on November 10 between 
Switzerland and the Eurofean Coal 
and Steel Community authorities re- 
garding the inclusion of Swiss rail- 
ways in the community’s transporta- 
tion charges system, 


Industry Maintains Pace 
Indicators of Swiss industrial activ- 
ity showed a carryover of prosperous 
conditions into the last quarter of the 
year. In only a few isolated sectors, 
such as silk, rayon, and cotton tex- 
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tiles, were lower levels of activity re- 
ported than in 1954, owing mainly to 
German and Japanese competition. 

Overall production in the metal in- 
dustries continued very satisfactory. 
The machine industries, many sec- 
tions of which hold orders for well 
over a year’s operation, imported 76 
million francs more capital equipment 
in the first 3 quarters of 1955 than 
in the corresponding 1954 period. The 
watch industry reported 175,800 over- 
time hours worked in the third quar- 
fer 1955, almost 3 times more than in 
the corresponding 1954 period. 


An indication of the Swiss prosper- 
ity level is the number of foreign 
workers employed, which increased 
from 166,210 on March 1, 1955, to 
271,149 on August 31, 1955. The two 
most active Swiss industriés, building 
and machine construction, employed 
some 65,000 and 30,000 foreign work- 
ers, respectively.’ Industrial building 
is expected to set a new record, with 
2,047 industrial projects approved dur- 
ing January-September, compared 
with 1,732 in the 1954 period. 

Although shortening of the work 
week has been discussed, a reduction 
from 48 to 44 hours without pay cuts, 
under present conditions of overem- 
ployment and capacity operations in 
most industries, would admittedly add 
to inflationary dangers and could hurt 
the competitive position of Swiss 
products on international markets. 


Inflation Tendency in Check 


In view of the industrial situation, 
some observers saw inflationary 
dangers inherent in the recent Fed- 
eral Council decision to lower taxes. 


‘ reduction will lower the surplus, it 
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~ to about 1,900 million francs, exceeding 








The resolution, effective January /1, 
1956, will result in a cut of about 104 
million francs, divided between turn- 
over and national defense taxes, to be 
effected by an across-the-board 10- 
percent reduction of both, with an ad- 
ditional 40-percent reduction in. the 


national defense tax on the first 500 


francs’ wo_th of property owned 
individuals. 

The Government's price an 
and financial controls apparen 
be able to cope wita any inflatior 
effects from this relatively small | 
reduction. Supporters of 
tion point out that prices have be 
generally stable, the consumer 
index rising only 0.9 point from 
ber 30, 1954, to the October 1955 level 
of 173.4. In the same period, 
wholesale price index remained 
tively constant, rising from 214.5 on 
Coen 30, 1954, to 215.5 on October 
30, 1955. 


Surplus Anticipated 


g 


Eo 
a3 


1956 Federal budget. General expendi- 
tures are not significantly increased, 
and despite a 30-million-franc in- 
crease in Federal subsidies, a budget 
surplus of about 348 million francs 
from total revenues of 2,432 million 
francs is anticipated. Though the tax 


would still approximate the record 
1954 surplus of 230 million francs. 

Satisfaction was voiced by some 
authorities over the recent decreasing 
liquidity on the money market, and 
it is generally agreed that the Gov- 
ernment’s fund sterilization policies 
were successful in view of the slowly 
rising interest rates on the money 
market during 1955. 

Decreased liquidity also was caused 
in part by a relatively smaller money 
supply available than that of a year 
ago. In August 1955 the money sup- 
ply—bank notes, coins, sight deposits 
with banks, and postal check ac- 
counts—was approximately 13,100 mil- 
lion francs. While this represented an 
increase of about 220 million franes, 
or 1.6 percent, the money supply in- 
crease fell proportionally short of the 
general increase in economic aetivity. 
In the first 8 months of 1955, net to- 
tal recourse to the market amounted 


the corresponding 1954 figure by 500 
million francs—an expansion causing 
a natural disappearance of some ex- 
cess funds. 

In’ October negotiations were ¢on- 
cluded between the German 
Mannesmann A. G., of Duesseldorf, and 
a Swiss banker’s consortium for a 40- 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





lragi Business Unusually 


Good: 


Retail Trade Volume Maintained 


Iraqi business was better than usual in the third quarter of 1955, 
despite adverse agricultural developments caused by continued drought 


conditions in part of the country. 


The retail sales volume was maintained at the first 6-month rate and 
in most categories was approximately 20-30 percent ahead of 1954. 


The growing demand for electrical 
appliances, radios, automobiles, and 
other consumer goods reflected in- 
creased purchasing power, principally 
in the cities. Agricultural and con- 
struction machinery and equipment 
rates were excellent. Textiles were the 
major weak spot, the market having 
been flooded with Japanese products. 
Record automobile sales brought some 
relaxation of installment credit as 
retailers met stronger competition. 


Housing Plan Adopted 


In July, a 5-year contract was con- 
cluded between the Development 
Board and a Greek consulting-engi- 
neering firm to advise, plan, direct, 
and supervise the Board’s housing 
program and to formulate a national 
housing policy. In October a 4-million- 
square-meter site northwest of Bagh- 
dad was approved for Development 
Board housing, and it was reported 
unofficially that 7 communities of 
homes for some 70,000 people would 
be built in the area at prices ranging 
from about 250 Iraqi dinars to 2,000 
dinars per unit. 

By the end of the quarter housing 
was becoming Iraq’s first major im- 
pact project (see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 31, 1955, p. 2). 

The British-Belgian-owned Baghdad 
Light and Power Co. was nationalized 
on October 1, following the award in 
June of a contract for the design 
and supervision of the construction of 
a 40,000-kw. thermoelectric plant in 
Baghdad and a 30,000-kw. unit at 
Dibbis, near Kirkuk. The Government 
paid 2.4 million dinars for the Baghdad 
Light and Power Co. assets and estab- 
lished a Baghdad Electricity Service, 
capitalized at 4 million dinars under 
the Ministry of Communications and 
Works to administer power produc- 
tion and distribution in Baghdad. 


The U. 8S. Operations Mission 
(USOM) to Iraq prepared a revised 
fiscal-year 1956 program totaling $23 
million, compared with $2.9 million 
for 1955. Although the 1956 total is 
smaller, activity will remain at about 
the 1955 level. The 1956 program re- 
flects a strengthening of effort in 
community development and land re- 
settlement. Emphasis in community 
development is responsive to the Min- 
istry of Social Affairs action in the sec- 
ond quarter of 1955 toward establish- 
ing a national rural-life improvement 
program. 

The Government requested USOM 


4 





assistance in locating income-tax and 
land-tax experts for the new internal 
reform program. An income-tax spe- 
cialist was obtained through the 
United Nations, and efforts were con- 
tinuing to find a suitable land-tax 
expert. 


The U. S. consulting firm making an 
industrial survey of Iraq under a 
USOM - Development Board contract 
completed the field work in September. 
The Development Board awarded the 
firm a contract to provide continuing 
advisory service to implement the 
recommendations in the report and 
on industrial matters in general. 


Petroleum Production Up 


Petroleum prodtction continued to 
rise and in August achieved a rate 
just under 3 million long tons a 
month, compared with the 1954 av- 
erage of 2% million tons monthly. 
Production for the first 3 quarters of 
the year was estimated at 243 mil- 
lion long tons, Government revenues 
being reported unofficially as 54,522,- 
000 dinars, compared with 67.5 million 
dinars for the calendar year 1954. 
Basra Petroleum Co.’s output in- 
creased by 100,000 tons in August and 
attained the annual rate of 8 mil- 
lion tons required by 1956 under the 
1952 agreement with the Iraqi Gov- 
ernment. Iraq Petroleum Co.’s (IPC) 
production was 200,000 tons larger in 
August, reflecting larger exports and 
67,000 tons taken by the Government’s 
new gasoline refinery. In October, the 
IPC announced that it had produced 
the 150 millionth ton of crude oil from 
the Kirkuk fields. 


Foreign Trade Increases 


The Government’s new gasoline re- 
finery at Daura, which began opera- 
tions in June, produced 13,022 tons of 
gasoline in August, the first full 
month of operations, about half of 
capacity. Production of the Khanagqin 
Oil Co.’s Alwand refinery accordingly 
was cut back to about one-third of 
normal production. The Govern- 
ment’s new asphalt refinery at 
Qaiyara near Mosul, completed in 
March 1955, was operating by the end 
of the third quarter at about half 
its capacity of 60,000 metric tons an- 
nually, which was sufficient for cur- 
rent requirements. 


Foreign trade for the first 6 months 
of 1955, exclusive of oil exports, was 


(Continued on Page 6) 


Crops in Lebanon Feel 
Full Effect of Drought 


The full effect of last winter’s se- 


rious drought in the Middle East wag 
felt by Lebanese crops in the third 
quarter of 1955. 

Vegetables, grapes, and olive-oil] 
production suffered especially, and 
prices and the cost of living were sub- 
stantially above 1954 levels. The ap- 
ple crop, despite an increase in the 
number of bearing trees was well be- 
low that of 1954, but a good citrus 
crop was expected. 

Although production of refined pe~ 
troleum products rose in the third 
quarter, the output of several other 
industries declined, as compared 
with the second quarter of 1955. The 
vegetable-oil industry’s output de- 
clined, cement production was off 8 
percent, and new building permits in 
Beirut dropped 11 percent. 

Domestic trade was generally good, 
except for firms specializing in farm 
machinery, trucks, and other items, 
the main market for which is in Syria. 
These firms sufferéd severly from the 
deterioration of Syria’s economic con- 
ditions, resulting mainly from last 
winter’s serious drought and report- 
ed few new sales and great difficulty 
in collecting accounts receivable. Sey- 
eral firms representing American 
manufacturers were not able to carry 
these slow accounts with their own 
resources and were granted additional 
credit by their principals. European 
supplier’s agents generally extend 
more liberal credit than American ex- 
porters. 


Foreign Trade Down 


Foreign-trade activity in the quart- 
er was below the level of the second 
quarter, yet it surpassed the third 
quarter of 1954 as shown by customs 
receipts of £15.3 million, the highest 
third-quarter collection on record. 

The total money supply—note cir- 
culation plus demand deposits—in- 
creased by 4.9 percent in the quarter 
and by 15 percent in the first 3 quart- 
ers, which is equal to the increase in 
the whole of 1954. This expansion 
appears to be attributable to the con- 
tinued high level of prosperity in Leb- 
anon, a record volume of imports and 
transit trade financed by Lebanese 
merchants, and capital imports from 
other Arab States. 

In an effort to control bank-credit 
expansion, the Banque de Syrie et du 
Liban in September raised its redis- 
count rate on prime commercial paper 
from 5 to 5.5 percent. 

The Chase Manhattan Bank of New 
York opened a branch in Beirut on 
September 28, the first American bank 
to operate in Lebanon. The First Na- 
tional City Bank of New York opened 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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New Industries Planned Mexican Farm, Industrial Output 


To Operate in Panama 


Increased interest in new industrial 
enterprises in Panama was evident in 
November 1955. 

The installation of a $40-million 
oil refinery in the Free Trade Zone 
at Colon was reported under con- 
sideration, a plant in the San Blas 
Islands for the manufacture of fiber 
from coconut hulls was planned by 
Panamanian interests, and a small 
Panamanian firm was organized to 
construct 35-ton boats. 

Sears Roebuck announced plans to 
open a store in Colon in March. Sev- 
eral American firms were reported 
negotiating for space in the Colon 
Free Trade Zone for use as a distribu- 
tion center for Central and South 
America. A proposal for establishing 
a cotton-textile plant was under study 
by the National Economic Council. 


Business Levels Hold 


Business activity in November con- 
tinued at the October level in most 
lines, although heavy seasonal rain- 
fall interrupted traffic to the interior, 
causing a sharp cutback in construc- 
tion and slowing some business opera- 
tions. Retail business was slow but 
improved in late November with a 
brisk pre-Christmas trade. Automo- 
bile sales were retarded by the late 
arrival of new car models; however, 
car sales for the year were substan- 
tially above 1954. 

Seasonal sales declines from October 
were reported for beer, soft drinks, 
lottery tickets, and gasoline. Com- 
mercial loans were higher and collec- 
tions prompt. The Government was 
reported meeting its obligations 
within 30 days after presentation. 
Banana exports decreased slightly 
from October, whereas shrimp exports 
were 31 percent above. Electric-power 
output for Panama City and Colon 
declined slightly but continued, the 
substantial increase over correspond- 
ing 1954 levels. The insurance busi- 
ness was very active. 

New Construction Down 


Permits for new construction in 
Panama City were down 45 percent 
from the October value. Contracts 
totaling more than $2.5 million were 
awarded for work on the Inter- 
American Highway. Over $1 million 
in equipment orders were placed under 
the road maintenance project financed 
by the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development. 

A movement to revise the country’s 
mining law is reported. The Govern- 
ment is studying other country’s laws 
with the view of incorporating some 
of the more recent revisions into 
Panamanian law. No legislation has 
been presented as yet. The new cus- 
toms tariff law was still under study 
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Rises; Living Costs Level Off __ 


Overall production in Mexico was good in November 1955, exception- 
ally heavy fall rains helping to increase the yields of most crops. 
Industrial production, although spotty, continued to increase as new 


plants were established and.others expanded. 


The rising cost of living appeared to be leveling off in November. The | 


trade volume was _ disappointing; 
however, the retail movement picked 
up late in the month, and’ the year- 
end bonuses to Government em- 
ployees and to other wage earners 
were expected to contribute import- 
antly to December sales. 

The money supply declined in Sep- 
tember following the August high 
point, and appeared to be achieving 
greater stability. Credits and savings 
increased through August, and there 
were indications of a continued rise 
in deposits in November. 


Imports and exports decreased in 
September, as a result of the hur- 
ricanes and floods which also caused 
a reduction of about 12 percent be- 
low August figures in the volume of 
railway cargo. Foreign trade was very 
active in November, probably owing 
to a 2-month backlog. The balance of 
payments showed further improve- 
ment as of October 1, despite the Sep- 
tember drop in foreign trade and 
tourist traffic. 


The corn and bean crops harvested 
in November seemed to equal those of 
1954, and 1956 wheat was planted with 
predictions of a record million-ton 
crop. The west coast winter vege- 
table crops, with favorable growing 
conditions, augured a considerable in- 
crease over the 1954 output. The cot- 
ton crop moving into export was esti- 
mated at 2 million bales, and the 
orange crop in Nuevo Leon State was 
small, but exports to the United States 
and Canada were about equal to those 
in 1954. 

Industrial Output High 


The production of home appliances 
and other gift items rose in November 
in anticipation of heavy pre-Christ- 
mas sales. An estimated 5,000 tele- 
vision sets were produced, probably 
setting a new record. A shortage of 
raw materials, such as polyethylene, 
titanium dioxide, and television pic- 
ture tubes, continued to hamper some 
manfacturers. 

The textile market, except for wool, 
was depressed during most of Novem- 
ber, but farmers’ increased purchases 
after harvesting and retailers’ pre- 
Christmas inventory purchases were 
helping the industry as the month 
closed. With a record number of 13 





by the National Economic Council, and. 


a final decision was not expected for 
at least another 2 months.—Emb., 
Panama City. 





feature films in production in Novem- 
ber, 1955 output was expected to 
reach 87 feature films, 16 in color. In 
addition, U. S. companies were filming 
some 20 pictures in Mexico. The first 
National Convention of the Mexican 
Motion Picture Industry, held in 
Mexico City in November, forecast an 
active 1956 for the industry. 
New Investments Planned 

A number of important new indus- 
trial investments were made and sev- 
eral prospective ones announced. In- 
vestments were made in electrical 
equipment and appliances, refractory 
bricks, refractory glass for ovenware, 
and salicylic acid. 

Six plants to be built in 1956 will in- 
crease sulfuric-acid production by 40 
percent; 1954 production was esti- 
mated at 125,000 metric tons. The new 
plants, involving investments of 35 
million pesos, will be ‘located in Mon- 
terrey and the Federal District. 

The Government-controlled Guanos 
y Fertilizantes Co. plans a chemical 
fertilizer plant at Coatzacoalcos, Vera- 
cruz, in early 1956, with a capacity of 
180,000 tons annually of nitrogen fer- 
tilizer, to cost about 187 million pesos. 
Compania Fundidora de Fierro y Acero 
de Monterrey, S. A., will build a plate 
and sheet mill and pipe plant costing 
upwards of US$5 million, and Tubos 
de Acero de Mexico, S. A., plans an 
electric steel plant at Veracruz. 


Production of Mexico’s four prin- 
cipal minerals decreased in value in 
September by about 8 percent, com- 
pared with the - average monthly 
value for the first 9 months of 1955.. 
Tonnagewise, silver and lead output 
increased by 30 and 7 percent, respec- 
tively; whereas copper and zinc de- 
creased 23 and 11 percent, respec- 
tively, compared with the 1955 average 
monthly production. The increase in 
sulfur production may offset the de- 
cline of other minerals. 

Petroleum output in November ap- 
peared normal and, although’ pro- 
duction in the Tampico area slowed 
down in October because of the floods, . 
total 1955 petroleum production from 
that area was expected to equal, if 
not exceed, that of 1954. 

The cost-of-living index of the 
working class in Mexico City rose by 
almost 2 percent from September to 
October. November figures are not yet 
available; however, the month-end 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Ceylonese Irrigation 


Designs Finished 


The designs preparatory to 
calling for tenders for the con- 
struction of the Heda Oya irri- 
gation project in the southeast- 
ern section of Ceylon are being 
finished by the Ministry of Lands 
and Land Development, the local 
press reports. 

Thé Heda Oya project involves 
the construction of two reser- 
voirs having a combined storage 
capacity of 365,000 acre-feet ca- 
pable of irrigating 56,000 acres 
for one paddy crop a year or 28,- 
000 acres for two crops annually. 
A small amount of electric power 
also may be developed from one 
of the reservoirs. 

The project’s estimated cost is 
94 million rupees, or US$19,740,- 
000.—Emb., Colombo. 











Mexican Farm... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


prices of the 39 principal grocery 
items for the first time in many 
months showed a preponderance of 
declines over increases as compared 
with the preceding month, mainly in 
fruits, vegetables, and fish. 

The wholesale price index of Mexico 
City rose by almost 1 percent in Oc- 
tober, after an insignificant decline in 
the preceding month. The increases 
were principally in prepared foods, 
yegetables, fats, meats, and construc- 
tion materials. 

The money supply in September 
diminished by about 1.75 percent from 
the August high of 9,849.3 million 
pesos, both bills and coins in circula- 
tion and deposits showing reduction. 
Total bills and coins in circulation 
amounted to 4,494.7 million pesos, and 
total sight deposits, 5,182.5 million 
pesos, making a total of 9,677.2 million 
pesos, and brought the relationship 
between currency and deposits to 46.4 
percent in bills and coins and 53.6 
percent in sight deposits. 


+ Receipts Increase 

A favorable balance of payments of 
US$20.2 million in September brought 
the total favorable balance for the 
first 9 months of 1955 to US$49 mil- 
lion. The rise in receipts during this 
period was mainly attributable to an 
increase of US$127.9 million in exports 
and US$9.9 million in tourist and 
border trade. 

The Bank of Mexico’s figures show 
a drop in Mexico’s exports to US$49.8 
million in September from US$71.2 
million in August. A sharper drop 
occurred in imports, to US$64.9 mil- 
lion from US$84.1 million. Exports in 
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the first 9 months of 1955 were US- 
$563,497,000, or 29 percent above the 
US$435,631,000 of exports in the like 
1954 period, and the import total 
was US$641,264,000, or only 8 percent 
above the corresponding 1954 figure 
of US$591,996,000. Thus, the unfavor- 
able balance of merchandise trade for 
the first 9 months of 1955 was only 
US$77,767,000—less than half of the 
US$156,365,000 deficit at the end of 
September 1954. 


The decline in Mexico’s foreign 
trade in September was owing princi- 
pally to the disruption of port, rail- 
way, and highway facilities by hurri- 
canes and floods. The slump is be- 
lieved to have carried through Octo- 
ber, but in November, with transporta- 
tion facilities practically back to 
normal, new export crops moving, and 
the Christmas buying season -ap- 
proaching, both exports and imports 
increased considerably. 

Some 427,000 tourists visited Mexico 
in the first 9 months of 1955, more 
than in all of 1954. Despite a sharp 
drop between August and September, 
largely because of transportation in- 
terruptions, September and October 
showed entries in excess of the like 
months of 1954. 


The effect of this increase is re- 
flected particularly in the balance of 
payments. The increase amounted to 
US$9.9 million for the first 9 months 
of the year. The money spent by 
tourists increased from approximately 
2,730 million pesos in the first 9 months 
of 1954 to 3,218.8 million pesos in 1955, 
an increase of about 489 million pesos, 
or 18 percent, which contributed 
greatly to increased business within 
Mexico.—_Emb., Mexico City.- 





Swiss Foreign .. . 

(Continued from Page 3) 
million - franc, 4%- percent 15 - year 
loan, with partial redemption to be- 
gin after 6 years. The loan, the first 
German postwar issue to appear on 
the Swiss capital market, was criti- 
cized because its proceeds are to be 
used for plant expansion in Turkey 
and Canada, which will strengthen 
competitors on international markets. 

Two new loans were announced: A 
20-year, 50-million-franc issue at 3% 
percent by the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, 
with partial redemption available 
after 1965; and a 25-million-franc 3- 
percent loan by the central mortgage 
office of the Swiss cantonal banks, to 
run for 15 years and to be used for 
construction credit consolidation. 

In another financial development, 
full subsctiption to a 50-million-franc 
loan at 3% percent of the Swiss 
Kraftwerke Mauvoisin firm reportedly 
failed by about 11 million francs, pre- 
sumably owing to the 100-percent is- 


lraqi Business .. . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


about 34 percent ahead of the cor- 
responding period of 1954. Imports 


were up 31 percent to 44,040,000 dinars. 


and exports, 49 percent to 10,599,000 


dinars. Imports from the United States — 


increased to 17,657,000 dinars, com- 
pared with 4,774,000 dinars in the 
first half of 1954. Imports from the 


United Kingdom were 12,272,000 dinars, | 
compared with 11,564,000 dinars in 


the like period of 1954. 


Imports from Central Europe were 
also reported to be up significantly, 
but the 6-month country figures were 
not available at the end of the quarter, 
Licenses for imports from hard-cur- 
rency countries issued in the quarter 
represented 4,344,000 dinars compared 
with 3,661,000 dinars for the corre. 
sponding ‘period of 1954; the first 
9 months of 1955 totaled 13,014,000 
dinars, as against 9,907,000 dinars in 
the like period of 1954. 

Exports to the United States totaled 
184,000 dinars, as against 196,000 di- 
nars for the comparable period of 
1954, and those to the United King- 
dom, 1,371,000 dinars and 411,000, re- 
spectively. Petroleum exports for the 
first 9 months were estimated at 
23,600,000 long tons, compared with 
21,585,475 tons in the first 3 quarters 
of 1954. 


Following up the February 1955 mu- 
tual assistance pact between Turkey 
and Iraq, an Iraqi economic delega- 
tion visited Turkey in August to dis- 
cuss trade and other economic mat- 
ters. In October, it was announced 
that a draft trade agreement submit- 
ted by Turkey was under study. Trade 
agreements with Syria and Greece 
also were reported to be under consid- 
eration. Iraqi interest in trade with 
Greece centers in the prospects of a 
new market for Iraqi dates. 


A new law was promulgated in July 
governing the registration of com- 
panies, patents, trade marks, etc. It 
provides that registrations may be 
made only by agents registered with 
the Ministry of Economics. 

Bond Issue Offered 


In September and October the Gov-. 


ernment offered to the public a 4 
million dinar bond issue to finance 
Government Oil Refineries Adminis- 
tration construction. The issue was 
10-year, 3-percent bonds of 100-dinar 
denominations, redeemable beginning 
in 1960 at the borrower’s option. The 
first lot of 2 million dinars went on 
sale on September 17, the second on 
October 1.—Emb., Baghdad. 


— 





sue price and the oversupply of this 
type of loan in the Swiss market.— 
Emb., Bern. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Finland Eases Import 
Of Some Dollar Goods 


A diversified list of goods for which 
Finland will automatically license 
import from dollar and other sources 
was established by its Licensing Board 
on December 22, 1955. 

Concurrently, the list of. automat- 
ically licensed nondollar goods was 
expanded and now covers commod- 
ities making up about 50 percent of 
Finland’s total imports. 

Both lists consist largely of mate- 
rials for industry and comparable 
items, although foodstuffs also are 
prominent on the nondollar list. 

Among the dollar goods for which 
import licenses will now be granted 
automatically are: 


Kaolin: refractory clay; bentonite; salt; 
fluorspar; cryolite; rosin; carbolic acid; cresol; 
boric acid; borax; silicon carbide; butanol; 
acetone; various aniline compounds; carbon 
black: titanium oxide; pepsin; lecithin; sera; 
yaccines: bacteriological preparations; X-ray 
chemicals, and dental and laboratory chemi- 
cals. 

Foam rubber; rubber thread; textile items, 
including bolting cloth, certain synthetic yarns 
including rayon for tire cord, tire cord fabrics, 
machine felts of wool and cotton, elastic fab- 
rics containing rubber, and various machine 
packings 

Manufactures of abrasives; iron and steel 
scrap; special pig iron; ferroalloys; raw alumi- 
num; nickel; lead: zinc; tin; ball and roller 
bearings; his .cksaw blades; machine needles; 
brake linings; clutch facings; spark plugs; 
electrical automotive starting, lighting, and 
signaling apparatus; dentists’ chairs; surgical 
and dental instruments; hearing aids; X-ray 
and other hospital equipment; microscopes; 
and a wide variety of other articles. 


—Emb., Helsinki. 





Portland Cement Exempted 


From Peruvian Import Duty 


The Peruvian Government has 
granted temporary duty exemption 
for portland cement imported through 
the seaports of Paita, Talara, Mol- 
lendo, and Matarani. 

Granted under a Supreme resolu- 
tion of December 14, 1955, the exemp- 
tion covers the specific duty, unified 
surtaxes, and the tax on freight. 

This action was taken because the 
Supply of domestic cement was in- 


sufficient to meet the needs of accel-_ 


erated construction activity in the 
country and will remain in force until 
it is improved. 

The measure undoubtedly will favor 
construction in distant provincial 
areas where cement supplies appar- 
ently are scarce and the price of the 
domestic product has increased con- 
Siderably because of transportation 
expenses. 

Duty exemptions for imports 
through Paita and Talara likely will 
be revoked once the Pacasmayo ce- 
ment plant, now under construction, 


Starts operations some time in 1956.— 
Emb., Lima. 


January 23, 1956 


All Philippine Import vies Up: 
Most Items Raised 30 Percent 


The President of the Philippines has—ordered increases in rates of 
duty on 77 items of the Philippine import tariff schedule ranging from 
50 percent to 10 times regular rates, and a general raise of 30 percent 


in rates for all other dutiable items. 


All increases were to become effective on January 1. 


For 19 of the 77 items former ad 
valorem rates have been converted to 
combined specific-ad valorem rates, 
and for 1 item the former ad valorem 
rate has been converted to a specific 
duty. No duties have been reduced. 

The President’s action, taken 
through Executive Order No. 150 is- 
sued under authority granted him by 
Republic Act 1196, does not alter the 
tariff preference accorded ‘U. 8. arti- 
cles under the revised U. S.-Philippine 
trade agreement. Thus U. S. arti- 
cles imported into the Philippines in 
the 3-year period 1956-58 will be sub- 


. ject to only 25 percent of the total 


increased duties. For example, if the 
regular duty on an item formerly was 
20 percent ad valorem and now has 
been increased by 30 percent so that 
the full duty is 26 percent, imports of 
the item from the United States will 
be subject to a duty amounting to 25 
percent of 26 percent, or 6% percent. 
The list of 77 items on which duties 
have been individually increased, and 
their new duties, specific in U. S. dol- 
lars (payable by the importer in 
Philippine pesos at the par rate of ex- 
change of 1 peso to US$0.50) and ad 
valorem in percent, are as follows: 


Ex 1. Marble: ex (b) In slabs, sawed or 
chiseled, polished or not, but without orna- 
mentation, 150 percent. 

Ex 4. Asbestos-cement roofing sheets, 85 
percent. 

6. Earths, gross weight: 
cement, per kilogram, $2.75 


10. Ceramic tiles, gross weight: (b) Glazed, 
whether vitrified or not, enameled, orna- 
mented, or decorated, per kilogram, $12. 


28. Wrought iron and steel, gross weight: 
ex (b) Concrete or reinforcing bars except 
crucible steel, plain round, corrugated, square, 
or flat, from 6.3 mm. to 31.6 mm. in diameter, 
not cut to measure, perforated, or riveted or 
fastened together, per 100 kilogram, $3.25. Pro- 
vided, that bars or rods not exceeding 15 mm. 
in diameter and steel known as bamboo steel, 
classified under clause (b) of this paragraph, 
shall not pay a rate of duty less than 15 per- 
cent. 


34. Wrought iron or steel wire: Ex (a) 
Barbed wire, 40 percent; ex (e) staple wire 
for paper fastening, except those covered or 
coated with gold or silver, 55 percent. 

Ex 38. Common wire and finishing nails, 
2.54 cm. or more in length, 50 percent. 


Ex 43. Shotguns, 12 gauge, 70 percent. 
Ex 43. Rifles, 0.22 caliber, 135 percent. 


44. Manufactures of terneplate or tinplate: 

Ex (a) Crown caps, plain, painted, varnished, 
or japanned, 60 percent. 

Ex (a) Paper file fasteners, plain, painted, 
varnished, or japanned, 80 percent. 


Ex (b) Crown caps, covered, coated or com- 
bined with other metals or materials except 
gold or silver, per kilogram, $0.60, and 70 per- 
cent. 


45. Manufactures not otherwise provided 
for, in which wrought iron or steel is the 
component material of chief value: Ex (a) 
Air rifiles, 0.177 caliber, plain, painted, var- 


ex (a) Portland 





nished, or japanned, or covered or coated with 
lead, tin, or zinc, 70 percent; ex (b) air rifles, 
0.177 caliber, except those covered or coated 
with gold or silver, 75 percent. 

48. Manufactures not otherwise provided for 
in which copper or alloys thereof is the com- 
ponent material of chief value: Ex (a) Air 
rifles, 0.177 .caliber, plain, polished, 
painted, tinned, or japanned, 70 percent; ex 
(b)- air rifles, 0.177 caliber, except those cov~- 
ered or coated with gold or silver, 75 percent. 

59. Pigments and paints not otherwise 
vided for: Ex (c) Water paints, dry, 65 percent; 
ex (d) ready-mixed paints, in liquid or paste, 
70 percent; ex (d) enamel paints, in liquid or 
paste, 100 percent. 

Ex 63. Wax crayons, 85 percent. 


Ex 63. Pehcils of pa 1] or wood, filled with 
lead or other materia papel of lead, per 
gross, $0.75, and 30 percent. 

Ex 65. Polishing, , Cleaning, and 
preserving preparations, for shoes and leather, 
145 percent. 


68. Inorganic acid: Ex (a) Hydrochloric 
(muriatic) and sulfuric, commercial, gross 
weight, per 100 kilogram, $3.50. 

Ex 70. Hydroxide of sodium (caustic soda): 
(a) Commercial, gross weight, per 100 kilo- 
grams, $5. 

72. Inorganic salts: (b) Calcium hypochlo- 
ride (chloride 4f lime), 100 percent; ex (c) 
calium chloride, commercial, 80 percent; ex (c) 
— carbide, gross weight, per kilogram, 

Ex 75. Chemical recharges, foam type, 55 
percent. 3 

Ex 75. Active dry yeast, 75 percent. 

Ex 175. — recharges, sOda-acid type, 
100 percen 

Ex 75. Calcium hypcchloride solution, 100 
percent. 

Ex 75. Chlorine, per kilogram, 039%, and 
80 percent. 

Ex 84. Toilet soap, 35 percent. 

Ex 87. Cassava starch for industrial pur- 
poses, gross weight per 100' kilograms, $3. 

90. Matches and match sticks of all kinds, 
including weight of immediate containers, 
per kilogram, $0.72%%. 

Ex 94. Fishing nets, 60 percent. 


Ex 103. Cotton.terry toweling, subject to 
the provisions of rule 6, per kilogram, $2.50. 

Ex 104. Towels manufactured of pile fabrics, 
per kilogram, $1.40, and 60 percent. 

105. Knitted goods, subject to the proyi- 
sions of rule 6: (a) In the piece, 65 percent; 
ex (b) in socks, 110 percent. Provided, that any 
article classified under this paragraph, em- 
broidered, shall be dutiable as such, with a 
surtax of 30 percent, penne ow upon the 
ascertained amount of duty under the corre- 
sponding clause thereof. 

119. Gunny sacks, each, $0.14. 

120. Textiles of hemp, flax, aloe, jute, and 
vegetable fibers, not otherwise provided for, 
plain, twilled, or damasked, wetelanes 35 kilo- 
grams or meso per 100 square meters having: 
(a) Up to 10 threads used for bagging and 
bailing, Sehbee 45 kilograms or more per 100 
square meters, per kilogram, $0.10; (b) ae same, 
weighing from 35 to nef Hg rovided, 100 square 
meters, per k that “ 
textile paragraph, 
bleached, half bleached, sama or printed 
shall be dutiable as such, with a surtax of 
percent; provided further, that any textibe 
classified under this paragraph, manufactured 
with dyed yarns, shall be dutiable as such, 
with a surtax of 25 percent. 

121. Same as 120, weighing from 20 to 35 
kilogram per 100 square meters, having: (a) Up 


(Continued on Page 9) 








ae eee ENS ee ee ee 


\ 
‘ 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





i 





South Africa Retains Controls 
System, Eases Some Features 


Import controls will be retained in the Union of South Africa in 1956, 
although barring unforeseen adverse balance-of-payments developments 
restrictions may be liberalized progressively. 

The Government’s announced intent had been to remove controls by 
1956, but the timetable for such abolition evidently has been postponed 


at least until 1957. This is indicated 
in recent official statements, adminis- 
trative actions, and official notices 
published in the Government Gazette. 

Salient features of the 1956 import- 
control policies are summarized as 
follows: 

eExchange quotas to importers will 
continue to govern the total value of 
imports. Preliminary quotas will be 
granted at the rate obtaining at the 
beginning of 1955, but supplementary 
quotas will be distributed during the 
year as warranted by the Union’s ex- 
change position. 

eAn importer of consumer goods 
will receive a preliminary 1956 quota 
equal to 3344 percent of the value of 
his 1948 imports of similar goods. 

This quota is the same as that 
announced at the beginning of 1955, 
although additional quotas later in 
the year brought the total to 53% 
percent. Presumably supplemental 
quotas also will be authorized in 1956. 

@An importer of industrial raw ma- 
terials, consumable stores, or main- 
tenance spares will be authorized an 
exchange quota equal to 90 percent 
of the value of his 1954 exchange al- 
location. Importers requiring addi- 
tional exchange may submit individual 
applications to the Director of Imports 
and Exports. 

These procedures also correspond to 


_those of 1955. 


Some of these products no longer 
are subject to quota, and licenses will 
be freely issued. These are unmanu- 
factured wood, wood flooring, and ceil- 
ing boards and dowels; milled steel 
products; namely, bars, angles, chan- 
nels, tees, joists, window and door 
sections, plates, sheets, tinplate, terne- 
plate, rails, tool steel, spring steel, 
stainless steel. 

*Special import-licensing require- 
ments will continue to apply to the 
list of consumer goods known as the 
restricted list, but licenses for many 
of these goods will be permitted with- 
out quota penalties to importers. 
Formerly importers desiring to im- 
port goods on the restricted list were 
required to surrender £2 of the value 
of their regular quotas for every £1 
of value of quotas for restricted list 
goods. Many restricted items now 
will be permitted conversion on a £1 
to £1 basis. This conversion privilege, 
however, applies only to importers who 
traditionally have imported such 
items, and the conversion is limited 
to 33% percent of the value of an im- 





porter’s 1948 imports of similar goods. 

eImport of consumer goods on the 
so-called priority list, regarded as es- 
sential or in short supply, is encour- 
aged by another type of conversion 
plan. Under that plan importers may 
convert regular quotas for special 
priority-list quotas at a bonus of 100 
percent, that is, for every £1 of regu- 
lar quotas they would receive £2 of 
special priority-list quotas. 

This plan was in effect in 1955 but 
the priority list has been expanded. 


Some Restricted Items Eased 


Items on the restricted list now 
liberalized by the 1 to 1 conversion 
ratio, under Government Notice No. 
2350 of November 25, 1955, are as 
follows: 


3. (1) Biscuits, cakes, puddings, and pastry; 
¥3) dog biscuits. 


11. (1) Chilies. 


Ex 13. Coffee: (b) Roasted or ground; (c) 
mixed; (d) substitutes for coffee. 


14. Confectionery: (a) Slab chocolate, plain, 
milk, nut, or fruit; (b) plain or fancy of all 
kinds, compounded, made or preserved with 
sugar; sweetened cocoa or chocolate; sweet- 
meats; crystalized fruits; candied or preserved 
ginger not for marmufacturing purposes, and 
chowchow; Christmas stockings; crackers or 
bonbons and surprise packets. 

16. (a) Cream of tartar; (b) substitutes for 
cream of tartar, namely, acid phosphates of 
aluminium calcium and sodium. 

Ex 18. (1) Concentrated soup. 

Ex 19. Fish: (c) Caviare, lax, and lobster; 
(a) fish paste, potted or tinned. 

Ex 21. (b) Patent or proprietary cornflour; 
(c) other patent or proprietary farinaceous 
and cereal foods. 

Ex 23. Gelatine, animal or vegetable, ex- 
cept isinglass for manufacturing purposes. 

27. Jams, jellies, and honey; pudding, cake 
and jelly powders. 


28. Lard and edible meat fats. 

29. Macaroni, spaghetti, and vermicelli. 

30. Meats and soups, not concentrated, and 
similar substances used as food, except extracts 
and essences: 

(a) Bacon and ham: (i) cured, plain; (ii) 
cooked or otherwise prepared. 

(b) Meat, fresh or frozen, salted or cured. 

Ex 31. Meat paste, potted or tinned. 

Ex 36. (a) Pickles, sauces, chutneys, and 
other condiments. 

40. (2) Birdseed, n. e. e. 

43. (b) Golden and maple syrup, jaggery, 
molasses, saccharum, glucose, and treacle. 

Ex 50. Spirits and alcohol: (a) perfumed and 
perfumery exceeding 3 percent of proof spirit; 
(b) liquid toilet preparations. 

53. Cigars and cigarillos of an f. 0. b. cost ex- 
ceeding 60s. per 100. 

54. Cigarettes. t 

57. Manufactured tobacco. 

59. (2) Trunks, attaché cases, hatboxes and 
suitcases, n. e. e. 

63. ex (a) Rubber floor mats; (b) (1) mats 
and mattings of coir, sisal, and similar hard 
vegetable fibers, being pile fabrics; (ii) mats 
and mattings of coir, sisal, and similar hard 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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Saudi Arabia Bans Iron 
Scrap Export 


A ban has been placed on ex- 
port of scrap iron from Saudi 
Arabia to “any country unless 
there is an-agreement between. 
the Saudi Government and the 
other Government, which should 
be a member of the Arab 
League,” 

This announcement appeared 
in the semiofficial Saudi news- 
paper Al Bilad al Saudiyah, No- 
vember 2, 1955.—Emb., Jidda. 











Ecuador Revises Duties on 
Metal Items, Relists Cement 


Ecuador has lowered its import du- 
ties on some types of aluminum sheets, 
by a decree effective October 31, 1955, 

The import tariff item affected, its 
new duty, in sucres per net kilogram, 
and former duty, shown in parenthe- 
ses, are as follows: 

780. Unworked pieces of ajuminum: (b) 
In sheets cut otherwise than at right angles, 
2.20 (4.50). 

The phraseology and duties on old 
material and scrap of ordinary metals 
exported from Ecuador have been 
changed by a decree effective October 
27, 1955. The export tariff item, appli- 
cable duties, in sucres per gross kilo- 
gram, and former duties, shown in 
parentheses, are: 

9. Old material and scrap of ordinary metals 
(chatarra): (a) Of tron, 0.025 (0.20); (b) Other 
0.20 (0.20). 

Tariff item No. 192a, portland cé- 
ment, has been deleted from import 
list 2 and included in import list 1, 
by a decree effective October 13, 1955. 
Exchange for import of this item now 
may be purchased at the official ex- 
change rate of 15.15 sucres per dollar. 
—Emb., Quito. 





France Frees Additional 
OEEC Goods for Import 


France has established a new list 
of commodities that may be imported 
freely from member countries of the 
Orgainzation for European Economic 
Cooperation, as published in the 
Journal Officiel of January 1, 1956. 

Under an order, also published on 
January 1, the French special com- 
pensatory import tax will apply to 
many of the newly freed commodities. 

The new list raises France’s per 
centage of liberalization under the 
OEEC program, based on the country’s 
1948 private trade, from 177.5 percent 
to 79 percent. 


Included in the new list are agri- 
cultural machinery, shoes, flour-mill- 
ing equipment, and various chemicals. 
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to 10 threads, used for bagging and baling, per 
kilogram, $0.20. Provided, that any textile clas- 
sified under this paragraph, bleached, half 
bleached, stamped, or printed, shall be dutiable 
as such, with a surtax of 25 percent; provided 
further, that any textile classified under this 

graph manufactured with dyed yarns, shall 
be dutiable as such, with a surtax of 40 per- 
cent. 

146. Textiles and manufactures of rayon 
and other synthetic textiles: Ex (b) Socks, 
wholly or in chief value of rayon and other 
synthetic textiles, 110 percent. Provided that 
textiles containing threads of rayon or other 
synthetic textiles in which the number of 
guch threads, counted in the warp and weft, 
exceeds one-fifth of total number of threads 
composing the textiles, shall be dutiable under 
this paragraph, any provision of the Philippine 
Tariff Act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

148. Paper, pasteboard, cardboard, bristol 
board, strawboard, and pulpboard, white or 
colored, not otherwise proyided for: 

Ex (a) Writing 
tablet paper, plain, 
printed, 40 percent. 

Ex (a) Chipboard, boxboard, and pasteboard, 
plain, ruled, or padded, but not printed, per 
kilogram, $0.07, and 75 percent, 

Ex (a) Kraftboard, plain, ruled, or padded, 


paper, bond paper, and 
ruled, or padded, but not 


but not printed, per kilogram, $0.09, and 75 
percent. 

Ex (a) Wallboard, plain, ruled, or padded, 
but not printed, per square meter, $0.22%4, 
and 75 percent. 

167. Straw for manufacturing purposes, 
rushes, vegetable hair, genista, osiers, bamboo, 
broomcorn, rattan, reeds, piths, not otherwise 


provided for: (d) Rattan, split or stripped, 


bleached or not, per kilogram, $0.2245, and 
100 percent. 

Ex 182. Pianos, 250 percent 

Ex 183. Phonograph records, each, $0.50, and 
80 percent 

Ex 185. Stencil sheets valued at $0.90 or less 


per 24 sheets, per 24 sheets, $0.40, and 60 per- 
cent. 


Ex 185. Stencil sheets valued at more than 
$0.90 per 24 sheets, 30 percent. 


Ex 185. Typewriter ribbons ready for use, 
per spool, $0.15, and 75 percent 

190. Electric and electrotechnical machinery, 
apparagus, and appliances: 


Ex (a) Storage batteries, each, $9.621, 
75 percent 

Ex (a) Battery plates, 100 percent 

Ex (a) Incandescent bulbs, from 10 watts to 


300 -watts with voltage ranging from 6 volts 
to 300 volts, 150 percent. 


Ex (a) Fluorescent lamps, straight type, from 
14 watts to 40 watts, 150 percent 


Ex (b) Air conditioners, 70 percent. 
Ex (b) Refrigerators, 130 percent. 


and 


191. Engines, tenders, motors, steam boilers, 


Pumps, and machinery; diving suits; common 
tools; implements and apparatus; detached 
parts therefor; not otherwise provided for; 
shafting and gearing: 

Ex (a) Shovels of tron, steel, or wood, 35 
percent 

Ex (a) Fire extinguishers, foam type and 
SOda-acid type, of iron, steel, or wood, 80 
percent 

Ex (b) Fire extingiushers, foam type and 
80da-acid type, of other materials, 80 percent. 

Ex 204. Hams and bacon, dry, cured, or 
smoked not 


preserved in cans, including 
weight of immediate containers, per 100 kilo- 
grams, $45. Provided that salt used for the 


packing of any article classified under this 
Paragraph shall be dutiable under clause (c) 
of paragraph 72. 
Ex 207. Sausages, Bilbao type, canned or 
potted, per kilogram, $1.8814, and 80 percent. 
Ex 222. Vermicelli, including weight of im- 


mediate containers, per 100 kilograms, $25. 

230. Vegetables, pickled: (b) In small or 
retail packages, including weight of imme- 
diate containers, per kilogram, $0.30. Provided, 
that no article classified under clause (b) of 
this paragraph shall pay a less rate of duty 
than 200 percent. 

242. Coffee: (b) Roasted, ground or not, 
Bross weight, per kilogram, $50; (c) in pack- 
ages weighing each less than 3 kilograms, in- 
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Sweden, U.S.S.R. Set. 


Trade Plan for 1956 


Exchange of goods between Sweden 
and the U. S. S. R. in 1956 is to be 
governed by a new trade protocol. 

The new protocol follows the pat- 
tern of earlier ones, with attached 
lists of commodities to be exchanged. 

Swedish imports of goods from the 
U. S. S. R. are expected to total 150 
million crowns, or $28.9 million, the 
Swedish Foreign Office has an- 
nounced. 

No official estimate of Swedish ex- 
ports, has been released, although 
press estimates place exports at about 
90 million crowns, or $17.4 million. 

Swedish imports from the US.S.R. 
are. to include 8.5 million metric tons 
of fuel oil and 150,000 tons of coal and 
coke: The previous agreement be- 
tween the countries provided for 
600,000 tons of fuel oil and 50,000 tons 
of coal and coke. These items will 
make up more than half of Sweden’s 
imports from the U. S. 8. R. in 1956. 
Other commodities on the Swedish list 
are such traditional imports as 
chromium and manganese ore, zinc, 
asbestos, apatite, feedstuffs, and cot- 
ton, and new quotas for pig iron, 
amounting to 15,000 metric tons, and 
machinery, to a value of 2.8 million 
crowns. 


Sweden’s list of exports is made up 
of commodities normally exported to 
the U.S.S.R. The dominating item is 
a quota of 35 million crowns for mis- 
cellaneous industrial equipment. The 
quota for chemical wood pulp, par- 
ticularly viscose wood pulp, is in- 
creased from 3,000 to 10,000 metric 
tons. New quotas listed are 5,000 
metric tons of salt herring and 2,000 
tons of rapeseed oil. Prepared leather, 
paper, and paperboard also are on the 
export quota list but no fixed quanti- 
ties are established for these items. 


The value of Swedish imports from 
the U. S. S. R. under the protocol is 
to be markedly larger than the corre- 
sponding value of Swedish export 
quotas because the U. S. S. R. has to 
make considerable payments on fish- 
ing vessels contracted for under pro- 
tocols governing exchange of goods in 
earlier years and also owes other sums 
to Sweden.—Emb., Stockholm. 





cluding weight of immediate containers, per 
100 kilograms, $62.50. 

Ex 253. Tomato catsup, per kilogram, $0.42, 
and 75 percent. 

274. Fans, of all kinds, 350 percent. 

Ex 278. Celluloid, including weight of im- 
mediate containers: Ex (b) Eyeglass frames, 
per kilogram, $5. Provided, that no article 
classified under clause (b) of this paragraph 
shall pay a rate of duty less than 300 per- 
cent. 

290. Caoutchouc and gutta-percha: Ex (b) 
Camelback, of soft rubber, for recapping worn- 
out tires, gross weight, per, kilogeam, $0.70, and 
50 percent; ex (b) soft rubber bands, 215 per- 
cent. 

303. Materials, substances, and articles not 
otherwise provided for: Ex (c) Plastic eyeglass 
frames, 300 percent. 


Understanding.Reached 
On Korean Business Tax 


Foreign businessmen in Korea have 


come to an understanding with the 
tax authorities on application of the 


orean law for assessment of the 
domestic sales tax on international 
transactions of foreigners in that 
country. 

This wnderstanding was the out- 
come of an understanding reached 
on November 29 by official representa- 
tives of the U. S. and Korean Gov- 
ernments through an exchange of 
letters regarding application of the 
provisions of Korean law to activi- 
ties of foreign businessmen in Korea. 


International transactions under 
which title to goods is. transferred 
to a person in some country other 
than- the Republic of Korea will be 
considered commission-agent  busi- 
ness. Korean Business Tax Law No, 
48 of August 13, 1949, as amended, is 
applicable to such transactions, which 
are taxable at the rate of 5% percent 
of .commissions earned. 

On the other hand, the Korean 
sales tax, ranging from 0.3 
0.9 percent on the value of a commod- 
ity, will be assessed on international 
trade transactions if title to the goods 


involved is not transferred outside | 


Korea. 


. 


The business tax law is to apply also ° 


to transactions conducted before the 
effective date of the agreement. Such 
transactions are subject to the 5%4- 
percent rate on commissions earned, 
which are based on 144 percent of the 
sales price of the business transacted. 
Upon establishmént of clearly de- 
fined principles governing application 
of the Korean business transaction) 
tax to operations of foreign firms, 
the Korean tax office began issuing 
new tax bills and alien taxpayers 
filing tax returns.—Emb., Seoul. 





Chile Reduces Tire Duty, 
Increases Port Charges 


Chilean import duties on pneumatic 
tires and rubber bands have been low- 
ered, by a decree published on De- 
cember 13, 1955, and effective 30 days 
thereafter. 

The Chilean tariff item affected, its 
new duty, in gold pesos per gross kilo- 
gram, and former duties, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows: 

1487. Pneumatic tires, outer covers, and inner 
tubes, also rubber bands and endless rubber- 
ized cotton strips, incurved and of a thickness 
decreasing from their center toward the edges, 
used in the manufacture of pneumatic outer 
covers, 1 (2.70). . 

Chilean port charges, assessed by 
the Port Development Gervice on all 
merchandise, were raised 100 percent 
for the period December 13, 1955-June 
30, 1956.—Emb., Santiago. 
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Controls. Reimposed 


In Papua-New Guinea 


The Territory of Papua and New 
Guinea once again has subjected im- 
ports from non-Australian sources to 
import restrictions, effective Decem- 
ber 1, 1955, the Administrator has 
announced. 

Essential imports from non-Aus- 
tralian sources are to be held to last 
year’s level, and cuts of 10 percent 
and 25 percent, respectively, are to 
be applied to imports of less essen- 
tial and luxury items. The base year 
for calculating quotas is to be fiscal 
year 1954-55. 

Restrictions had been completely 
relaxed since November 23, 1953, for 
all imports except those from dollar 
countries and Japan. Formal applica- 
tions, however, were still required for 
licenses to import, excépt from Aus- 
tralia. 

The steady upward trend in the 
Territory’s imports of non-Australian 
goods from A£3.1 million in fiscal year 
1953-54 to A£9.6 million in 1954-55 
tended to aggravate the serious de- 
terioration in Australia’s balance of 
payments in 1954-55. The declared 
purpose of the new restrictions, which 
are to be discriminatory in favor of 
Australian commodities, is to assist 
Australia in meeting its balance-of- 
payments problem. 

These restrictions are not expected 
to affect dollar imports. When release 
of dollar exchange is involved, im- 
ports will continue to be licensed on 
the basis of certificates of essentiality 
furnished by importers to the Terri- 
tory’s customs officials. Importers 
from the dollar area are not given 
¥/ individual quota allocations calculatea 
on their imports in a base year. Li- 
censes are issued administratively on 
a case-by-case basis. An attempt is 
made to keep the total of licensed 
dollar imports within an overall ceil- 
ing.—Emb., Canberra. 





Hong Kong Drops Meal Tax, 
Raises Levies on Liquors 


The Hong Kong Government has 
abolished, effective November 29, its 
10-percent tax on meals and alcoholic 
beverages consumed in restaurants 
and other licensed premises. 

Revenues from this source approxi- 
mated HK$3 million, or about 1 per- 
cent of total revenues. 

Loss of revenues from this tax will 
be offset by increased levies on some 
types of imported and locally pro- 
duced liquor. The rate on liqueurs 
and brandy is raised HK$6 an im- 
perial gallon, and on whisky, gin, and 
other spirituous liquors the rate is in- 
creased HK$9. The additional levy on 
beer applies only to beer of Hong Kong 
origin and ranges from HK$0.15 to 
HK$0.30 an imperial gallon. 
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vegetable fibers, not being pile fabrics; ex (c) 
felt-base floor coverings. 

65. Clothing: ex (a) Readymade: (i) Men’s 
suits, with or without vests, of an f. o. b. cost 
exceeding £5; men’s jackets of an f. o. b. cost 
exceeding £3; men's trousers of an f. o. b. cost 
exceeding £1 10s.; men’s vests of an f. o. b. cost 
exceeding 10s.; (ii) new dust coats; butchers’, 
warehousemen’s, and factory coats; overalls 
and boiler suits; motorists’ suits and leggings; 
men’s knickers and smocks; (iii) men’s new 
overcoats of an f. o. b. cost exceeding £3 10s. 

Ex (b) Readymade one-piece dresses and 
frocks: (i) Knitted of wool, of an f. 0. b. cost 
exceeding £3 10s; (ii) other, of an f. 0. b. cost 
exceeding £2. Women’s suits: (1) Woven of 
wool, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding £5 10s.; (ii) 
knitted of wool, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 
£4 10s.; (iii) other, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 
£2. Women’s jackets and short coats: (i) 
Woven of wool, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 
£3 10s.; (ii) knitted of wool, of an f. 0. b. cost 
exceeding £2 10s.; (iit) other, of an f. o. b. cost 
exceeding 15s. Blouses, boleroes, bodices, cami- 
soles, cardigans, and pullovers; (i) Knitted of 
wool, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding £2 10s.; (ii) 
other, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 15s. Skirts: 
(i) Knitted of wool of an f. o. b. cost exceed- 
ing £2; (ii) other, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 
£1 5s. Coats other than short coats: (i) Wool, 
of an f. o. b. cost exceeding £6; (ii) other, of an 
f. o. b. cost exceeding £4. Slacks, of an f. o. b. 
cost exceeding £1 10s. Nightdresses, other 
than knitted of wool, of an f. o. b. cost ex- 
ceeding £1. Dressing gowns: (i) Of wool, of 
an f. 0. b. cost exceeding £2 10s.; (ii) other, of 
an f. o. b. cost exceeding £1 10s. Panties and 
knickers, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 6s. 6d. 
Petticoats, slips. and half slips, of an f. o. b. 
cost exceeding 15s. 


Ex (c) Shirts, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 
12s. 6d.; pajamas, other than knitted of wool, 
of an f. o. b. cost exceeding £1. 

Ex 69. (f) Ladies’ hats, caps, and bonnets: 
(1) Trimmed, of an f. 0. b. cost exceeding £2; 
(li) untrimmed, not ready to wear, of an f. o. b. 
cost exceeding £1 10s.; (iii) other, of an f. o. b. 
cost exceeding £1 10s. 

Ex 70. (b) Stockings, of an f. o. b. cost ex- 
ceeding 90s. a dozen. 

73. ex (1) (a) (1) Scarves; bedspreads of an 
f. o. b. cost exceeding £1 5s.: cot covers of an 
f. 0. b. cost exceeding 15s.; (ix) coat hangers; 
(x) combs; (xi) embroidered badges. Ex (2) 
Ties, of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 7s. 6d. each. 

77. Quilts, padded. 

Ex 79. Shawls: (a) Cashmere, lace, and silk. 

110 (a) Bedsteads, metal; (c) ice chests, 
metal, n. e. e.; ex (d) other metal furniture, 
nun. @ ¢€. 

Ex 143. (a) (ii) Stoves and boilers, wood and 
coal, domestic or household; (b) electric per- 
colators and waffle irons. 

Ex 167. Earthenware and stoneware orna- 
ments and vases. 

Ex 172. (b) (i) Glassware ornaments and 
vases; glassware, cut, engraved, etched, or in- 
taglio; (ii) china and porcelainware, n. e. eé., 
including household crockery or earthenware. 

190. Candles. 

204. Polishes, floor, furniture, leather, metal, 
and similar polishes and dressings, including 
blacking and shoe dressings. 

Ex 238. Perfumery and toilet preparations, 
n. e. e., including powders, washes, pomatums, 
cosmetics, pastes, dyes, hair oils. 

249. Tooth powders, pastes, and washes con- 
taining not more than 3 percent of proof spirit. 

Ex 251. Boots and shoes, men’s, women’s, 
and children’s. 

252. Harness and saddlery. 

253 (a) Rubber air and rubber water hose 
up_to 3 inches in diameter; (b) rubber water 
garden hose. 

Ex 257. Leather manufactures: Leggings, at- 
tache cases, suitcases, hatboxes, bags, trunks, 
portmanteaux, holdalls, belts, straps and gun 
cases made wholly or chiefly of leather. 

Ex 264. (a) (i) Brushes, brooms, whisks, and 
mops. 

Ex 265. (b) Manufactures of cane bamboo, 
rattans, and osiers, except furniture. 

Ex 269. Furniture, wooden, wicker, cane, and 
grass; and spring mattresses. 

Ex 279. (c) Wooden picture frame moldings. 

Ex 282. Paper bags, including transparent 
cellulose bags: (a) Printed; (b) not printed. 


Ex 285. Cardboard boxes, jars, cups, cartons, 
and paper cups. 

Ex 288. Playing cards of an f. o. b. cost ex- 
ceeding 2s. 6d. a pack. 


Ex 294. Paintings, etchings, pictures! includ- 
ing calendar mounts on which a picture is im- 
printed, lithographed, or embossed with or 
without decorated border or margin and not 
forming or intended to form part of any im- 
ported printed, lithographed, or embossed 
matter otherwise provided for. 

296. Printed, ruled, lithographed, and em- 
bossed matter: 

Ex (a) Picture postcards; Christmas, birth- 
day, pictorial, New Year, and other cardg; 
calendars, calendar pads, calendar mounts, 
n. e. e., almanacs; box coverings and pictures 
intended to form part of imported printed 
lithographed or embossed matter. 

Ex (e) Envelopes. 

Ex (f) (ii) Labels and tickets, n. e. e., and 
address tags or tabs, flat or in rolls. 

Ex (kK) Carnival goods and cards in sheets; 
albums; wallets. 

Ex 297. (d) Envelopes, not printed, litho- 
graphed, or embossed. 

302. (1) Ladies’ handbags; ex (2) gold and 
silver -plate and gold-plated ware; silver- 
plated vases. 

Ex 307. (2) Billiard tables and accessories 
therefor. 

Ex 308. Tobacconists wares: Pouches of an 
f. o. b. cost exceeding 18s. a dozen; other 
tobacconists wares. 

310. (dad) Fireworks of all descriptions. 

322. Matches. 

Ex 324. (b) Opera glasses. 

Ex 335. Albums, photograph, picture, and 
post card; bronzes, statuettes; beer pumps; 
compacts of an f. o. b. cost exceeding 15s. 
each; music boxes, including mechanisms; 
curios and novelties; Christmas tree decora- 
tions; carnival goods; confetti; flowers, fresh 
and dried; leather washers; cardcases; purses; 
leather wallets; collar boxes of leather; orna- 
ments; plastic shop fittings; picture frame 
moldings, n. e. e.; scoring bricks and pastes; 
soda fountains. 


Priorities List Expanded 


The priorities list, as expanded by 
Government Notice No. 2351, dated 
November 25, 1955: 


Ex 19. (e) Salted herrings; 
ings. 

Ex 30. (c) Tinned corned beef. 

Ex 36. (a) Mustard powder. 

Ex 63. (a) Carpets other than coir, sisal, and 
similar hard vegetable fibers, except carpets 
in the piece and rubber mats 4 a 

Ex 63. (d) Linoleum and floor cloth not ex- 
ceeding 3.2 mm. in thickness 

Ex 65. (7) (b) (vi) Infants’ knitted outetr- 
wear not exceeding 20-inch chest measure- 
ment; infants’ nightwear not exceeding 27 
inches in length; infants’ petticoats not ex- 
ceeding 18 inthes in length; bibs and feeders. 


Ex 65. (d) (i) Secondhand overcoats for sale, 
of an f. o. b. cost not exceeding 32s. each. 

Ex 70. (a) Infants’ socks up to and including 
size 4 

Ex 72. (a) (ii) Oil cloth and oil baize except 
floor cloth. 

Ex 72, 76. Handerchiefs and handerchiefs 
in the piece. 


Ex 99, Ex 102(c), Ex 113 (1) (2), Ex 335. Cut- 
lery; Spoons and forks except gold or silver or 
gold- or silver-plated, but including blanks; 
steel unplated carving sets, kitchen spoons; 
kitchen cutlery; strainers; sieves; eggbeaters 
and whisks; bacon slicers; tin graters; tin 
openers; basting spoons; skimmers; patty 
pans; icing sets; cake makers; razors, iriclud- 
ing electric razors; razor blades; barber's hair 
clippers, including electric hair clippers; parts 
therefor; padlocks. 


Ex 103, Ex (b) Outboard motors; ex (c) (d) 
Spares for outboard motors. 

Ex 113. Ex 335. (3) Vacuum cleaners; vacu 
cleaner-floor polisher combinations; parts 
therefor except brushes imported separately. 

Ex 113. (5) Lawn mowers and parts therefor. 

Ex 116. (d) (1) Electric metal torches except 
batteries and lamp bulbs imported as spares; 
oil lamps and lanterns and parts thereof. 

Ex 118. (a) Hedge shears; pruners; all types 
of secateurs; parts therefor. 


(Continued on Page 11) 
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New Protocol Governs 
Sweden-Hungary Trade 


Sweden and Hungary have con- 
cluded a new protocol to govern their 
exchange of commodities and pay- 
ments in the period October 1, 1955- 
September 30, 1956. 

Commodity lists accompanying the 
protocol provide for Swedish imports 
from Hungary to an estimated value 
of 27 million crowns and exports to 
the amount of about 22 million crowns 
(1 crown=—US$0.193). 

Swedish imports are to exceed its 
exports for the reason that about 10 
percent of payments for Hungarian 
commodities is to set aside as indem- 
nification for Swedish@property in 
Hungary nationalized by the Hungar- 
ian Government. 

Swedish imports from Hungary are 
to include textiles to a value of 10 
million crowns, semimanufactures 
of aluminum, rolling-mill products, 
metalworking machines, and other 
standard Hungarian industrial and 
agricultural products. 

Exports to Hungary are to consist 
of chemical wood pulp, ball bearings, 


iron and steel, woolen rags, staple 
fiber, and miscellaneous industrial 
products. 


As in the past, Sweden grants Hun- 
gary the right to overdraw its account 
in the Swedish Riksbank by 1 million 
crowns, to offset seasonal fluctuations 
in the balance of payments. 

Under the former protocol govern- 
ing trade between the countries for 
the 12-month period ended September 
30, 1955, Swedish exports to Hungary 
were to total 19.5 million crowns and 
imports were to amount to 23 million 
crowns. Actual Swedish exports in 
that period totaled 48.5 million crowns, 
of which 12 million erowns were the 
value of wheat shipments, and im- 
ports amounted to 16.8 million crowns. 
—Emb., Stockholm. 
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Ex 140. Sewing machines of an f. 0. b. cost 
exceeding £12 10s. each 

Ex 143. (a) (il) Paraffin burning stoves and 
Ovens except pressure stoves and pressure 


ovens, and parts therefor. 


_ Ex 151 Weighing machines and scales of an 


. 0. b. cost not exceeding £50, and parts there- 
or. 


Ex 154. (3) Six-volt battery vibrator radio 
receiving.sets of an f. o. b: cost per set not 
exceeding £17 10s., except portable radios and 
motorcar radios 


172, Ex (b) Household glassware, no in- 
dividual piece of which is of an f. o. b. cost 
exceeding 3s., except cutglass vases and orna- 
ments. (Suppliers’ invoices must show sepa- 
rately the individual cost of each piece.) (ii) 
Cups and saucers; mugs; sugar bowls; cake, 
Sandwich. Ex (c) Biscuit plates or trays; biscuit 
barrels; jam and honey jars; plates; saltcel- 
lars; pepper and mustard pots and other con- 
diment containers; cheese and butter dishes; 
egg cups; meat dishes; vegetable dishes; tea 
pots; coffee pots: jugs except character or 
“toby” jugs; kitchenware; and articles usually 
forming part of complete dinner, breakfast, 
tea and coffee, or dessert sets, whether im- 
ported separately or not, with an f. o. b. cost 
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not exceeding 3s. an individual piece. 
pliers Po sgo- yoo must show separately indivi. 
ual cést of each piece.) 


Ex 259. Babies’ dummies, valves, and teats. / 

Ex 264. Shaving brushes. 

Ex 295. Wallpaper; greaséproof paper. 

Ex 297. Fountain pens; ball-point pens ex- 
cept of gold and silver plate and gold and sil- 
ver-plated ware; propelling and ball-point 
pencils; parts therefor. 


Ex 390. (a) Watches and clocks except 
watches, gold- and silver-cased; clocks of an 
f. o. b. cost exceeding £8; employees’ time- 
recording clocks; night watchmen’s detectors; 
pigeon flying time recording clocks; setup 
mechanisms or movements; parts for clocks 
and watches. 


Ex 303. Gramophones, except electrically 
operated; component parts therefor; gramo- 
phone needles. 


Ex 305. Pianos; piano accordians; parts and 
components therefor; harmonicas. 


Ex 308. Smokers’ pipes. 


Ex 310. (b) Firearms, including barrels there- 
for, except revolvers and pistols and barrels 
therefor; gun and rifle furniture; firearm car- 
tridges. 


Ex 324. Cameras; unprocessed film. 
Ex 326. School slates and slate pencils. 


Ex 335. Paraffin and petrol-burning irons; 
food-mincing machines; vacuum flasks; parts 
therefor. 


Full details of the South African 
import-control system, including the 
full restricted list and other special 
commodity listings, are given in De- 
partment of Commerce publication 
Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Union of South Africa, World Trade 
Information Service, part 2, No. 55-41, 
March 1955, 20 pp. This report is valid 
except for the revisions here reported. 





Guatemala Revises Import 
Duties on Food, Jute Items 


Guatemalan import duties on sar- 
dines and some prepared breakfast 
foods have been reduced, effective 
November 11, 1955, and duties on jute 
and similar fabrics and empty sacks 
made of those materials have been 
substantially increased, effective No- 
vember 13, 1955. 

The Guatemalan tariff items af- 
fected by the first measure, their new 
rates, in quetzales per gross kilogram, 
and former rates, shown in parenthe- 
ses, are as follows: 

211-4-4-1. Sardines prepared in oil or sauce, 
0.08 (0.15). 

212-3-0-2. Cereals not specified, raw, in rolled, 
crush, or pearled grains, or prepared in 
similar forms, 0.04 (0.08). 

These items were included in the 
U. §S.-Guatemala reciprocal trade 
agreement which was jointly termi- 
nated on October 16, 1955. Thereafter 
duties on sardines automatically in- 
creased for the United States from 
the agreement rate of 0.075 quetzal 
per gross kilogram to the general rate 
of 0.15 quetzal, and those for cereals 
rose from 0.04 quetzal per gross kilo- 
gram to 0.08. 

The purpose of the present reduc- 
tion is to protect consumers from price 
rises. 

Classification No. 211-4-4-la, cover- 
ing sardines prepared in oil or sauce 
originating in Latin American coun- 
tries, dutiable at 0.075 quetzal per 


Sewing Machine Quota . 


System Set in Japan 


Li organized Sewing e Pro- 
duction Adjustment Associations of 
Japan have established a new export 
quota allocation system which was 
approved by the Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry to become 
effective on November 1, 1955. 

The new system is applied at the 
manufacturer’s level, establishes a 
quarterly export quota for each asso- 
ciation member on the basis of his 
past performance, and provides for 
bonus shipments by which total ex- 
ports of sewing machines may be in- 


creased above those of recent years. 


For each shipment made by a member 
a bonus quantity may be added to his 
quarterly quota in the following pro- 
portions: 

eFor shipment of commodities:man- 
ufactured by JIS (Japan Industrial 
Standards) designated factories, 20 
percent. 

eFor continuous shipment to one 
outlet over two adjustment periods, 
or 6 months, 50 percent for No. 1 area, 
which includes the United States, 
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and Canada, and 
20 percent for all other countries. 

eFor shipment of goods under the 
manufacturer’s own brand name, 
which must have been registered with 
the Japanese Patent Agency and the. 
Sewing Machine Association, 100 per- 
cent. 

eFor shipment of sewing machines 
complete with table and légs, 60 per- 
cent. 

eFor shipment to Africa or Aus- 
tralia, 100 percent. 

A member receiving an order from 
overseas in excess of his quota may 
apply for a temporary increase of the 
quota up to the quantity of the order. 
The temporary increase is subject to 
approval by the Association with the 
consent of the Ministry of Inter- 
national Trade and Industry. - 

Under regulations adopted by the 
association each member is required 
to register the names of three ex- 
porters with whom he wishes to deal 
for each country of destination. The 
member is prohibited from making 
shipments to anyone but the exporters 
he registers, unless the member him- 
self is to undertake the export. 





gross kilogram was abolished, effec- 
tive November 11. 

The increases in duties on jute and 
similar fabrics and bags thereof were 
effected through the following revi- 
sions in the Guatemala tariff: 

467-1-0-1. Fabrics of jute or other unspecified 
vegetable fibers not specified, including burlap 
or bagging cloth, 0.75 (0.50). 

469-8-6-1. Bags and sacks, empty, not spec- 
ified, of jute, henequen, coco, and other 
coarse fibers, pure or mixed with other fibers, 
weighing up to 999.99 grams each, 0.75 (0.50). 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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NATO Plans Construction, Installations 


At Airfields in France 


A new project in the Netherlands 
totaling an estimated $278,000, and 
one in France totaling an estimated 
$559,686, have been opened to U. S. 
bidders under the international com- 
petitive bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
reported. 

The Netherlands project, ICB No. 16, 
involves work on two airfields, as fol- 
lows: Fencing, at an estimated cost of 
$53,360; construction of petrol tank 
installation, $7,800; construction of 
motor transport workshop, together 
with central heating and electrical 
installation, $131,560; construction of 
a fire-fighting station, together with 
central] heating and electrical instal- 
lation, $59,280; and installation of 
water supply, with distribution sys- 
tem, $26,000. 

Firms wanting to bid on any part 
of this project should report their 
interest before February 6 to De Direc- 
teur Gebouwen, Werken en Terreinen, 
Bagijnestraat 40, The Hague. 

Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the named Netherlands 
Government office regarding compar- 
able work done ‘for U. S. Government 
agencies. 


Fuel Tanks Needed 


The project in France involves con- 
struction on Lann-Bihoue airfield as 
follows: Motor fuel tanks, estimated 
cost $399,200; electrical system, $63,- 
914; wiring, $62,858; and fencing, $33,- 
714. 

Interested firms should apply be- 
fore January 25 to Monsieur le Direc- 
teur des Travaux Maritimes, Lorient, 
Morbihan. 

Applicants who have not already 
done so should submit the following 
information: Name and address of the 
enterprise and summary information 
on its legal form; names and refer- 
ences of its president and chief di- 
rector; statement of its financial 
resources and proof-.of financial sta- 
bility; number and categories of per- 
sonnel concerned in administrative or 
technical supervision who may be 
available for supervising the project; 

Details of important contracts re- 
cently concluded for projects of the 
same type as that for which applica- 





Bid Deadline Extended 


Closing date for receipt of bids on 
two crawler-type cranes for the New 
Zealand Forest Service has been ex- 
tended to February 21. 

This export opportunity was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
January 2, 1956, page 11. 
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and Netherlands 


tion is being made, together with 
statement of value of each project; 
designation of governmental ofgani- 
zations and firms for whose account 
or under the direction of whom im- 
portant contracts have been carried 
out and from whom references may 
be obtained if necessary. 

Copies of these resumes should 
be sent to the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., to per- 
mit prompt certification of interested 
firms. A brochure describing the 
NATO international bidding program 
may be obtained on request from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, or 
from any U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Office. 





‘Greece Invites Bids 


On Numerous Items 


The Ministry of Finance, State Pro- 
curement Service, 56 E. Venizelos 
Street, Athens, invites bids as follows: 
179,855 pounds of manila rope, bid 
deadline February 3; 350 pieces 
empty nitrogen protoxide cylinders, 
closing date February 10; 1,800 bottles 
injectable Sta-Pas, 6,000 vials diani- 
cotyl, 8,800 ampoules pantacaine, 200 
vials depropanex,1,150 vials injectable 
heparhorn, 1,000 vials liver extract, 
2,000 ampoules lysthenon, 2,500 am- 
poules coagulene, February 16; large 
quantities of cast-iron pipe and fit- 
tings, closing date February 16; 


Two hundred thirty-eight fire 
extinguishers, bid closing date Feb- 
ruary 10; 17,000 pieces X-ray film, 
150 bottles developer, 150 bottles fix- 
ing salts, and 20 rolls of X-ray films 
—25 meters by 70 millimeters, non- 
perforated — February 10; 62 metric 
tons of tinplate for tin cans, February 
14; 75,000 vials of sodium penicillin, 
20,000 vials of procaine penicillin, 
25,000 vials of dihydrostreptomycin 
sulfate, 800 vials of aureomycin hydro- 
chloride, 600 vials of terramycin hy- 
drochloride, 200 ampoules of terramy- 
cin, 100 vials of erythromycin stearate, 
and 100 vials of acromycin, bid dead- 
line February 14. 


The Piraeus-Athens-Peloponnesus 
Railway invites bids until February 10 
for 88 tons of lubricating oils, and for 
large quantities of ball bearings for 
agricultural machinefy and vehicles. 


Copies of bid announcements and 
specifications are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. 8S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Deputy Prime Minister 
Of Ireland Visits U. S. 


The Honorable William Norton, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Ireland, ar. 
rived in the United States on January 
7, for a month’s good-will tour as part 
of Ireland’s accelerated program to 
promote private American investment 
in that country. 

His itinerary includes the following 
American cites: Wilmington, January 
10—11; New York City, January 11— 
16; Albany, January 17; Pittsburgh, 
January 18—19; San Francisco, Janu- 
ary 20—21; Bos Angeles, January 22— 
24; Chicago, January 25—28, with a 
planned visit to Peoria on January 
26; Boston, January 29—31; and New 
York City, February 1—4. 


As a followup to Mr. Norton’s visit, 
representatives of the Irish Indus- 
trial Development Authority will visit 
a number of cities early in February 
to coordinate and discuss investment 
opportunities in Ireland with inter- 
ested U. S. firms and individuals. Per- 
sons wishing additional information 
on investment opportunities in Ireland 
are invited to address their requests to 
Mr. Donal Scully, Consulate General 
of Ireland, 33 East 50th Street, New 
York 22, N. Y. 





South African City Invites 


Bids on Hydroelectric Plant 


The City Council of Cape Town, 
Union of South Africa, invites tend- 
ers until March 15 for a hydroelectric 
generating plant, switchgear, and ac- 


cessories for Wemmershoek Treat- 
ment Plant, Specifications No. 
1862/1955. A deposit of £100 ($280) 


should accompany the bid. The plant 
should be completed by September 30, 
1957. 

A copy of the bidding conditions 
and specifications is available for re- 
view on loan from the Conimercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Iraq Awards Contract on 
Derbendi-Khan Road 


The Development Board of the Gov- 
ernment of Iraq in Baghdad awarded 
the contract for the construction of 
the 123-kilometer Jalaula-Derbendi- 
Khan road to D. & C. William Press, 
Ltd., of London and Societe Anonyme 
Ossude 11 Bis. rue d’ Aguesseau, 
Paris, for 5,007,474 Iraqi dinars (1 
dinar—US$2.80). 

This bid invitation was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 
10, 1955, page 15. 
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Source of Copper Ore 
Found in Turkey 


Ibrahim Karaca, owner of an 
exploration license in Turkey, 
reports he has located copper 
ore (chalcopyrite) containing 6 
to 8 percent copper. 

About 1,000 to 1,500 tons a 
month are expected to be avail- 
able for export from the port 
of Bandirma of Marmara Sea. 
\Interested buyers should com- 
s municate with Mr. Karaca c/o 
Sadi Onat, P. K. 23 Balikesir, 
Turkey. 














Congo Resort Offered 
To U. S. Investor 


G. Pasmans, Domaine de la Tonde, 
Moanda, Belgian Congo, is offering to 
an American investor 20 acres of land 
for resort development on the Atlantic 
coast of the Congo, near the mouth 
of the Congo river. Sale price of the 
property, reported to be ideally lo- 
cated for tourist trade, is $110,000. 

The area includes a hotel-restau- 
rant, with outbuildings, kitchen, of- 
fices, etc.; two 2-room lodges; 1 lodge 
of two 5-room apartments; a 5-room 
villa; and a manor house with garages 
and other buildings. Subdividing the 
land will be considered if the investor 
does not require the total acreage. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Mr. Pasmans at 
the Moanda address. 

A copy of the beach-front plan pre- 
pared by Mr. Pasmans is available for 
review on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau. of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Chemical Firm in Belgium 
Seeks Licensing Agreement 


S. A. Produits Chimiques de Fontaine 
YEveque, 7 rue Hanois, Fontaine 
l’Eveque, manufacturers of calcium 
carbide, ferrous sulfate, and water- 
proofing materials, is interested in 
obtaining a license from an American 
firm for the manufacture in Belgium 
of sodium orthosilicate containing not 
more than 5 to 6 percent moisture. 

The firm, reportedly employing 45 
technicians and having a production 
capacity of 10,000 tons of waterproof 
Materials annually, is affiliated with 
the Federation of Belgian Chemical 
Industries. 

Interested parties are invited to 
correspond direct with Mr. Jacques 
Nocent, commercial manager of the 
firm, at the Belgian address. 


January 23, 1956 


Housing Project Begun in Iran 


The Naft Employees’ Constructonal 
Cooperative Society of the National 
Iranian Oil Company, near Tehran 
University, Shahreza Avenue,, Tehran, 
is planning to construct a modern 
community of 848 houses in the vicin- 
ity of Tehran. 


The society has acquired 259 acres 
of land—12 kilometers west of Tehra 
on the main road to Karaj — whic 
has been surveyed and divided into 
848 lots ranging in size from 500 to 
1,000 square meters. Several house de- 
signs with 4 to 7 rooms are contem- 
plated, costing from 250,000 to 500,- 
000 rials (about $3,270 to $6,200 at the 
rate of 76.50 rials to the dollar). 

A town hall, bank, and other public 
buildings will be constructed later. A 
power plant, nearing completion, is 
designed to hold 4 generators and 2 





Tangier Wants Cast-lron Pipe, 
Coupling Pieces, and Valves 


M. L’Ingenieur de la Regie des Serv- 
ices de l’Eau et de |’Electricite, rue 
Foucauld 89, Tangier, Morocco, in- 
vites bids until March 15 for the sup- 
ply of 6,490 meters of cast-iron pipe, 
548 coupling pieces, and 58 valves. 


Principal characteristics of the 
pipes are: length 5.5 or 6 meters, in- 
ner diameter 60, 80, 100, and 400 milli- 
meters. Pipes and joints are to be tar 
coated, inside and out. 


A provisional guaranty of 200,000 
Moroccan francs must be deposited 
with the bid (350 francs—US$1), A 
copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications in French is available 
for review on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Laundry Plant, Incinerator 
Needed for Cairo Hospital 


The Director General, Mechanical 
and Electrical Department, Egyptian 
Ministry of Public Works, Cairo, in- 
vites bids until March 6 for the supply 
and erection of a steam generating 
plant, laundry plant, incinerator, and 
water heaters required for El Manial 
Hospital. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt, accom- 
panied by a provisional deposit of two 
percent of the value of the contract. 

The hospital, occupied by 2,000 pa- 
tients, has 350 doctors, 50 sisters, and 
1,200 nurses and servants in attend- 
ance. 

A copy of the conditions of tender, 
specifications, and drawings is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 


transformers to furnish electricity for 
the entire community. , 

Interested American contractors 
should correspond direct , with the 
Naft Employees Constructional Coop- 
erative Society at the address given. 
Supplemental data on the project, in- 
cluding plans for financing the con- 
struction, are available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Sudanese Gold Mine 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


Dowishat Gold Mines, P. O. Box 544, 
Khartoum, is interested in entéring 
into a partnership with an American 
firm or individual for the exploitation 
of a gold mine. 

The mine, leased from the Sudanese 
Government by Sayed Abdullahi el 
Mahdi & Co., Ltd., is located on the 
Nile river, and ore reserves are re- 
ported to be substantial. Development 
was begun in 1951, but operations have 
been restricted because of a lack of 
capital and adequate machinery. 

Further details and samples of the 
ore for analysis purposes will be fur- 
nished upon request by the Dowishat 
company. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the firm, Sayed Abdullahi el Mahdi 
& Co., Ltd., of Khartoum, is available 
to qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 


ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
ce an 








lraqi State Railways Wants 


Untreated Hardwood Ties 


The: Director General, Iraqi State 
Railways, Baghdad, invites bids for 
the supply of untreated hardwood 
ties as follows: 150,000 meter gage 
4” x 8” x 6’, closing date January 29; 
and 50,000 standard gage 5” x 10” x 
842’, closing date January 31. 


Bidders are required to deposit 7. 
percent of the first 1,000 dinars’ 
(1 dinar — US$2.80) of the value of 
the contract and 5 percent of the re- 
mainder. 


Copies of the bidding terms and spe- 
cifications are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu* 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 
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iraq Calls for Bids 
On Radio Equipment 


The President of the Central For- 
eign Purchase Committee, Ministry of 
Finance, Baghdad, invites bids until 
February 1 for.1 radiowind, complete 
with associated equipment, and 1 com- 
plete radiosonde ground equipment. A 
‘price quotation is required for 1 radio- 
sonde, complete except for balloon. 

Tenders are requested also until 
February 1 for 40 short-range 20- to 
30-watt fixed/mobile C. W. and R, T. 
wireless stations and 25 50- to 100- 
watt fixed/mobile C. W. and R. T. 
wireless stations, both types complete 
with all necessary accessories. 

Bidders are required to deposit 7 
percent of the first 1,000 Iraqi dinars 
of the value of the contract (1 dinar— 
US$2.80) and 5 percent of the re- 
mainder. 

A copy of bidding conditions and 
specifications is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C: 


Mexican Firm To Build 
Modern Bread Factory 


Francisco Cos Munoz, Allende 6, 
Veracruz, a distributing agent for 
Compania de Petroleos Mexicanos and 
owner of a small cardboard factory, 
contemplates establishing a modern 
bread factory near Veracruz. 

Mr. Cos is particularly interested in 
obtaining from U. S. engineers or 
dealers plans and estimates for the 
construction of a continuous produc- 
tion’ oven for bread, with cutters, 
wrappers, and other appropriate ma- 
chinery. Interested suppliers of bak- 
ing machinery and equipment should 
communicate direct with Mr. Cos at 
the Veracruz address. 

Supplemental data on this project 
are available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U._S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





* 





Ceylon To Purchase Drugs, 


Tissue and Carbon Paper 


The Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry. of Health, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, 
invites tenders until February 7 for 
the following: 100 cwt. glycerine, B. P.; 
13,000 vials of penicillin G; and 3 mil- 
lion tablets of sulfathiazole, B. P. 

The Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
try of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Co- 
lombo, invites bids until March 6 for 
the supply of 66,000 reams of impres- 
sion and typewriting tissue paper, and 
for 1,000 reams of typewriting carbon 
paper. 

Copies of tender conditions and 


14 


specifications are available for review - 


on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Départment of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Belgian Congo Wants 
Insecticide Powder 


The Comite de Gerance de la Caisse 
de Reserve Cotonniere (COGERCO), 
a Government cotton-stabilizing com- 
mittee, 10 Avenue Prince de Liege, 
B. P. 3058, Leopoldville, invites tenders 
until February 15 for the supply of 
437 metric tons of insecticide for cot- 
ton spraying as follows: 100 tons of 
powdered insecticide containing 20 
percent toxaphene, or 100 tons of 
powdered insecticide containing 15 
percent toxaphene; and 337 tons of 
powdered insecticide containing 10 
percent toxaphene and 5 percent DDT. 

The approximate value of this pur- 
chase is $70,000. 

Supplemental data on bidding con- 
ditions, shipping, packing, and the 
like are available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Iraqi State Railways 
Asks Bids for Rails 


Bids are invited until February 2 by 
the Iraqi State Railways in Baghdad 
for the supply of 4,850 tons of rails in 
2 lots of 4,000 tons and 850 tons. 

Tender forms may be obtained from 
the Directorate General of the Iraqi 
State Railways, Baghdad, for 10 Iraqi 
dinars (1 Iraqi dinar—US$2.80) for 
each lot. Bids must be sent to the 
Crown Agent for Overseas Govern- 
ments and Administrations, 4 Mill- 
bank, London, S. W. 1, quoting refer- 
ence “EC3 Iraq Rlys. REN 34” for the 
first tender of 4,000 tons and “EC3 
Iraq Rlys. CAP 33” for the second 
tender of 850 tons. 





Extensive Housing Program 
To Begin Soon in Iraq 


An extensive housing program is 
planned for Iraq by the Development 
Board, the Baghdad press reports. 

Bids for land development and con- 
struction of units costing up to $20 
million are expected to be invited 
early in February for 1,000 units in 
Mosul, 500 units in Sarchinar, near 
Sulaimaniya, and 3,000 units in Bagh- 
dad. In February or March bids may 
be invited on 1,000 to 2,000 units in 
Basra and 500 to 1,000 units in Kirkuk. 

When more definite information on 
these projects is received, announce- 
ments will appear in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly. 





Twelve Gasoline Buses 
Needed By Greece 


The Greek National Airlines, 
12 Merlin Street, Athens, invites 
bids until January 30 for the 
supply of 12 new closed gasoline- 
driven buses with 30 to 34 seats 
exclusive of driver and driver’s 
assistant. 

The buses should have a cor- 
ridor between 2 rows of seats, 1 
entry and 1 exit door on the 
right, and 1 at the back for the 
luggage, plus another door to the 
left of the driver. Space at the 
rear of the bus should hold 1,650 
pounds of baggage. The total 
weight of the chassis, including 
passengers and baggage, must 
not be over 25,000 pounds. 

Quotations must be c. i. f. Pi- 
raeus and delivery made within 
6 months. A performance bond 
of 10 percent must be posted 
when the ¢ontract is signed. 











Bids Invited on Construction 
Of 300 Houses in Greece 


The Building Association 
City,” 4 Voulis Street, Athens, invites 
bids for the financing and construc- 


tion of approximately 300 houses at- 


the Kokkinara area, Kifissia, Athens. 
Closing date for submission of bids 
is February 29. 


A copy of the bid invitation is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





Greece in Market To Buy 
Two Echo Sounders 


An international bid invitation for 
the purchase of two echo sounders 
suitable for small vessels has been 
issued by the General Naval Staff, 
Supreme Supply Committee of the 
Royal Hellenic Navy, Athens. Closing 
date for submission of bids is February 
13. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications is available for review on 


loan from the Commercial Intelligence 


Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





U. S. imports of cotton for consump- 
tion in September 1955 amounted to 
23,700 bales of 480 pounds net, in- 
creasing sharply from the 7,400 bales 
imported in August, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility io: any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade bLirectory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listedon p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 5S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


In the United States 


Clothing: 


England —Mrs. Veronica Kearns, 
“Shirley”, 29 Alexandra Road, Kings- 
ton Hill, Surrey, wishes to license or 
sell U. S. patent No. 390988, for dress- 
matching shoe-covering system. The 
patent covers complete shoe sole to- 
gether with a paper pattern service 
for the uppers, for any type of shoe 
with high or low heel. Descriptive 
information with photograph avail- 
able.* 

Infant Supplies: 


Australia—Mrs. E.G. Johnson (man- 
ufacturer), 30 Beaumont St., Rose Bay, 
Sydney, wishes to appoint a U. S. man- 
ufacturer to produce under license 
cradle seats, slung over shoulder to 
carry infants, made of headcloth and 
canvas, with mattress of felt and stiff 
cardboard. 

Lighting Equipment: 

Belgium—S. A. Comelee (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 27 avenue des Arts, 
Brussels, wishes to license a medium- 
Sized U. S. manufacturer of street- 
and industrial-lighting equipment to 
manufacture subject firm’s equipment. 
Firm states it has developed lighting 
equipment which would use the mini- 
mum current to produce maximum 
light. Their process is based on the 
utilization of an aluminum alloy, 
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which through an_ electrochemical 
process, makes that metal shine bril- 
liantly. Descriptive booklet, in French, 
avatlable.* 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Brushes: 

Germany—Walter Wessel, Jr. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 97 Ehringhausen, 
Remscheid, wishes to export direct 
car-hose brushes with vulcanized 
bristles. Descriptive leaflet available.* 

Japan—Hashimoto Art Industry Co., 
Ltd. (Hashimoto Bijutsu. Sangyo 
Shokai, Kabushiki Kaisha), No. 19, 
Kita-Higakubo-cho, Azabu, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 500 gross monthly of 
oil-paint brushes. Price list and photo- 
graph available.* 

Building Materials: 

Germany—Schweppenstedde & Feu- 
erborn KG. (manufacturer, exporter), 
11 St. Viter Strasse, Wiedenbrueck 
i.W., wishes to export direct or through 
agent Record plywood doors. Illustrat- 
ed leaflet available.* 

Ceramics and Pottery: 

England—Hartleys (Castleford) , Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Phillips 
Pottery, Castleford, Yorkshire, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
high-quality stoneware and earthen- 
ware, including oven-proof kitchen- 
ware, horticultural and art ware, and 
peasant pottery. Set of illustrated 
leaflets with price list ayailable.* 

Clocks: 

Denmark—Kirsten Hilner Schepper 
(exporter, wholesaler), 41 Kongsdal- 
vej, Copenhagen, wishes to export 
through regional agents in New York, 
San Francisco, and Chicago 75 to 100 
monthly of best quality antique 
French bronze table clocks. Firm 
states the clocks are handmade, fully 
overhauled, and guaranteed. Set of 
photographs available.* 

Cutlery: 

Germany—C. Friedrich Ern (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 51 Wittkuller- 
strasse, Solingen-Wald, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent cutlery 
of all kinds, including razors, sissors, 
poultry shears, hair clippers, pocket 
knives, manicure and surgical instru- 
ments, and razor blades. Illustrated 
catalog available.* 

Felt: 


Denmark — Skandinavisk Filtfabrik 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
17 Bredegade, Slagelse, wishes to ex- 
port on an outright sale basis, or 
through regional agents in New York, 
Chicago, and San Francisco best 
quality hair felt and wool felt in 
sheets of 2’ 8” x 5’, for soles, insulation, 
and technical and other uses. 

Foodstuffs: 


France —Ets. Ferrand & Renaud 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler, 
commission merchant, sales/indent 








Iraq To Construct 
Road Bridge 

The Development Board and 
Ministry of Development, Bagh- 
dad, invites tenders until April. 
17 for the construction of a - 
steel cantilever bridge, approxi- 
mately 180 meters long and 11 
meters wide, over the River Eu- 
phrates at Nasiriyah, together 
with steel and reinforced con- 
crete approach viaducts and em- 
bankments. 

Contract documents and ten- 
dering conditions may be re- 
viewed at the Embassy of Iraq, 
2135 Wyoming Avenue NW.,, 
Washington, D.C. A copy of the 
tender announcement is avail- 
able on loan from the Commer- * 
cial Intelligence Division, Bu- 

- reau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- © 
ington 25, D. C. j 











agent), 3 rue Taitbout, Paris, wishes 

to export direct or through agents, 

principally in Northeast States, first- 

quality sauces with tomato, meat, 

mushrooms, white wine, oil, and 

spices, for spaghetti and other dishes. 
Glass: 


Italy — Geom. Marcello Menzione 
(manufacturer, designer), 6, Via Bom- 
brini, Genoa-Sampierdarena, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
leaded fire-painted colored art win- 
dows in cathedral glass for churches, | 
chapels, niches, memorials, and 
similar purposes, according to speci- © 
fications. 

Handicrafts: 


Austria — Erhard Seidel, Metall-Bi- 
jouterie—u. Spritzguss-Erzeugung 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
Halle D. Siedlung Alpenstrasse, Sals- 
burg, wishes to export direct or 
through agent handicraft souvenir 
articles, made from metal, wood, and 
plastics by diecasting. Set of photo- 
graphs available.* be 

Sweden—Ryds Industri AB (broker), 
Ryd, wishes to export direct or through 
agent handworked articles in brass of 
first-class Swedish manufacture, in- 
cluding candle holders, bonbon dishes, 
and serving trays. 

Household Goods: 


India—The Alleppey Co., Ltd., Allep- 
pey, wishes to export direct or through 
agent coir mats, mattings, and rugs, 
and sisal and jute mattings and rugs. 
Price information available.* 

Instruments: 


Scotland—tElectrical Instrument Co, 
(Hillington). Ltd., (manufacturer of 
electrical measuring instruments), 
Boswell Square, Hillington Industrial 
Estate, Glasgow, wishes to export 
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direct or through agent frequency 
meters. Catalog available.* 

Union of South Africa — Seravac 
Laboratories (Pty.), Ltd. (manufac- 
_ turer of enzymes and other biological 
preparations), Hawkins Ave., Epping 
Industrial Township, P. O. Box 731, 
Cape’ Town, wishes to export direct 
or through agent electrodecantation 
apparatus used by biological organiza- 
tions for pure separation of protein 
substances. 

Ores: 

Greece—J. G. Lambrinidi (producer 
and exporter of ores and minerals), 
Stadiou Str.. 48-E, Athens, wishes to 
export Grecian magnesite, both crude 
and caustic calcined, in a variety of 
grades. 


Photographic Equipment: 

Germany — Patentverwertung Adolf 
Gerlach, Abteilung Camera-Werk 
(manufacturer), 2-4 Erichstrasse, 
Wuppertal-Barmen, wishes to export 
direct or through agent cameras. 
Illustrated leaflets with price infor- 
mation available.* 

Polishing Cloths: 

Germany—Hermann Starting (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 19 Industrie- 
Strasse, Rhede Kr. Borken/W., wishes 
to export direct dusting, polishing, and 
waxing cloths, with advertising if de- 
sired. 

Sporting Goods: 

Sweden—Ryds Industri AB (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter), Ryd, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent casting rods and bows and 
arrows. Illustrated catalog with price 
information available.* 

Textiles: 

India—Campbell’s Minerals Co., Ltd. 
(exporter, manufacturer), 6/1 Sudder 
St., Calcutta 16, wishes to export 
through agent 1,000 bales monthly of 
jute goods, including burlap, bags, 
twine, webbing, and twill cloth. Qual- 
ity: A, B, or C, D Mills. 

Jndia—P. Handi (export merchant), 
20 British Indian St., Calcutta 1, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent furnishing fabrics, bed sheets, 
counterpanes, and handicrafts. 

Netherlands —Bakker & Bervoets 
(commission merchant), 144 van Bree- 
straat, Amsterdam, wishes to export 
direct first-class quality blankets, 
sheets, towels, pillow cases, tablecloths, 
and other cotton household textiles. 
Names of hospitals, hotels, and the 
like can be woven into fabrics. 

Pakistan—Karachi Trading Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 20 Hemani 
Mansion, Opp. Municipal Corp., Bund- 
er Road, Karachi, wishes to export 
direct to selling agent for the United 
States handloom fabrics, such as cot- 
ton fabrics, bed sheets, bedspreads, 
teapoy covers, and curtain and fur- 
nishing fabrics. 
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Singapore Firm Wants 


Galvanizing Bath 


United Metal Works, Ltd., 13 
M/S Woodlands Road, Singapore 
25, Malaya, manufacturer of 
metal partitions, windows, doors, 
and steel structures, would like 
to purchase a steel galvanizing 
bath normally used by hotdip 
galvanizors to hold molten zinc. 

The dimensions should be 
5’ x 10’ x 10’ deep, and plate 
thickness at least 2” of steel low 
in carbon and silicon content. 
Interested suppliers should com- 
municate direct with the Singa- 
pore firm. 

A World Trade Directory re- 
port on United Metal Works, 
Ltd., may be obtained by quali- 
fied U. S. firms for $1 from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 











EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 





Electrical Appliances: 

Austria — Geraetewerk Matrei, r. 
GmbH (manufacturer, exporter, im- 
porter), Matrei am Brenner, Tyrol, 
wishes to purchase direct electric ap- 
pliances of all types, but chiefly 
semifinished products. Firm is in- 
terested in manufacturing such ar- 
ticles under U..S. license. 

Fertilizers: 

Syria —Sibai, Jamaleddine, 
(importing distributor, manufactur- 
ing agent, commission merchant), 
P: O. Box No. 428, Homs, wishes to 
purchase direct 100 metric tons each 
of potassium chloride fertilizer, 
sodium nitrate fertilizer, superphos- 
phate fertilizer, and ammonium sul- 
fate fertilizer. 

Foodstuffs: 

Cambodia — Nation Trading, Ltd. 
(importer, wholesaler, manufacturer’s 
agent), 32, rue Armand Rousseau, 
Phnom Penh, wishes to purchase di- 
rect canned fruits, vegetables, and 
meats of high- and medium-quality. 

Saudi Arabia —Abdulsamie Ismail 
(importer, retailer, wholesaler), P. O. 
Box 175, Jidda, wishes to purchase di- 
rect canned goods, not including pork 
products. 

Furniture: 

France—Manufacture du Meuble de 
France (manufacturer, importing dis- 
tributor), 43 blvd. de. Menilmontant, 
Paris, wishes to purchase direct all 
types of plastic furniture, especially 
chairs. 

Minerals: 

Japan—Yamamoto Yakuhin Kogyo 
Co., Ltd. (Yamamoto Yakuhin Kogyo 


& Co. 






Kabushiki Kaisha) (importing dis- 
tributor, ~manufacturer, wholesaler), 
No. 3, Honcho 4-chome, Nihombashi, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase 
direct 40-50 lbs. monthly of gold 
stone and/or cow stone. 


Paint: 
Saudi Arabia —Abdulsamie Ismail 
(general importer, manufacturer’s 


agent), P. O. Box 175, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase direct paint for indoor and 
outdoor use. 

Rubber Cement: 

Japan—Takara Tsusho, Ltd. (Takara 
Tsusho Kabushiki Kaisha) (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
No. 9, Takara-cho 1-chome, Chuo-ku, 
Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct first- 
quality rubber cement (adhesive) for 
use in setting bristles in brushes. 

Textiles: 

Saudi Arabia —Abdulsamie Ismail 
(general importer, manufacturer's 
agent), P. O. Box 175, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase direct nylon goods, shark- 
Skins, taffetas, and sateens. 

Toys: 

Germany—Erwin Tonges, Reise- und 
Versandbuchhandlung, Kleiststr. 21, 
Weisbaden, wishes to purchase direct 
games of dart ball and monopoly, jig- 
saw puzzles, and modeling clay. Price 
quotations desired. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Equipment: 

France — Maurice Hugonnet (re- 
tailer, commission merchant, sales 
agent), Place de la Cathedrale, Mois- 
sac, Tarn-et-Garonne, seeks agency 
for agricultural equipment, such as 
sprayers and atomizers for orchards 
and fields, fruit and vegetable sizers 
and graders, and fruit pickers. Firm 
states it is principally interested in 
equipment, implements, and products 
for use 
growers in southwest France. 


Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: 

France—Mazura (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, commission merchant), 11 
rue des Petites Ecuries, Paris, seeks 
agency for chemical and pharmaceu- 
tical products. 

Electrical Appliances: 

Saudi Arabia—Saudi Arabian Busi- 
ness Establishment (manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 68, Jidda, seeks 
agency for electrical appliances, in- 
cluding electric fans, washing ma- 
chines, air-conditioning units, stoves, 
and refrigerators. 

Fertilizers: 

France—Maurice Hugonnet (retailer, 
commission merchant, sales agent), 
Place de la Cathedrale, Moissac, Tarn- 
et-Garonne, seeks agency for agri- 
cultural fertilizers, fungicides, and 
products for fruit-tree treatment for 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





“WA Passenger-Miles 
Up 9 Percent in 1955 


TWA in 1955, its 30th year of opera- 
tion, flew more than 4 million pas- 
sengers on its 33,000 miles of routes 
halfway around the world—an in- 
crease of 13 percent over passengers 
in 1954, the company has announced. 

This adds up to an estimated system 
total of 3 billion, 482 million passen- 
ger-miles, 9.3 percent more than in 
1954. Domestic traffic accounted for 
2 billion, 872 million passenger-miles, 
or 10 percent above 1954, and 610 mil- 
lion on international routes, an in- 
crease of 6.2 percent. 


TWA’s air-cargo ton-mileage in- 
creased by 9.8 percent, although mail- 
ton mileage declined by 1.7 percent. 
Mail-ton mileage on international 
routes increased by 15 percent. 

Twenty new Super-G aircraft were 
integrated with TWA’s Constellation 
fleet during the year, the company 
reports. The Constellation fleet now 
numbers 101 and will be increased in 
1956 by 8 more of turbocompound- 
powered Super-Gs ordered in 1955. 


TWA also reports that intercon- 
tinental flights, operated with long- 
range multiple-service Super-G Con- 
stellations, linking Paris and Rome 
directly with U. S. terminals are be- 
ing inaugurated. 

The line has operated multiple- 
service Super-G flights between the 
West coast terminals of Los Angeles 


and San Francisco to London and 


Frankfurt since November 1, provid- 
ing a one-plane, one-night, one-stop 
service at New York. 





San Diego Granted Terminal 


Status by Associated Lines 


Terminal status has been granted to 
the port of San Diego by the Associ- 
ated Steamship Lines of Manila, con- 
ference headquarters in the Philip- 
pines has announced. 


The terminal status will permit any 
vessel of the 20 associated lines to call 
at San Diego with Filipino cargo with- 
out volume restriction. Ships affiliated 
with the conference heretofore could 


not stop at the port with less than 
500 tons. 


The first ship to take advantage of 
the new ruling will be the American 
Lines’ President Harrison, scheduled 
to load hardwood lumber and copra 
meal for San Diego in Manila next 
month. 

Last month San Diego was granted 
terminal port status by the Japanese 
Transpacific Freight Conference, 
which placed the port on the same 
basis as Los Angeles, Long Beach, San 
Francisco, Portland, and Seattle. 
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Hotel Development in Latin America Under 
Study by Inter-American Travel Congresses 


Problems of hotel development in 


_Latin America were studied by the 


Technical Committee on Travel Plant 
of the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses at an initial 5-day meeting 
held at the Pan American Union 
Building in Washington, December 
12-16, 1955. 


The importance of improving hotel 
facilities as a means of increasing 
international travel in the Western 
Hemisphere was stressed at the meet- 
ing. 

Recognizing the efforts being put 
forth by private and public interests 
in Latin American hotels, the com- 
mittee concentrated its initial atten- 
tion on subjects appearing most prac- 
tical and useful for action by an 
intergovernmental group. As a result 
it recommended that up-to-date in- 
formation be obtained on existing 
hotel accommodations and those under 
construction, problems hindering con- 
struction, and the various jurisdic- 
tions in that area that establish 
sanitary requirements for hotels and 
eating places. Its final report sets 
forth findings and conclusions on a 
number of subjects pertaining to the 
improvement and expansion of tourist 
facilities. 


Government Measures Urged 
Governments are urged to increase 
their incentives for hotel construction 


and expansion by such measures as 
customs facilities for import of ma- 


terials and equipment, admission of» 


expert personnel from other countries, 
and national hotel credit to provide 
long-term loans at low interest rates. 
The importance of protecting the 
health of travelers is stressed and 
national public health services are 
invited to prepare special papers for 
the next Inter-American Travel Con- 
gress giving particular attention to 
minimum standards for health and 
sanitary requirements. 

Governments are also urged to take 
early action to provide adequate and 
safe lodging and other facilities along 
the route of the Inter-American 
Highway from Guatemala to Panama, 
which may be open to through traffic 
within the next 3 or 4 years. Addi- 
tional capital for the building or ex- 
pansion of hotel establishments is 
recognized as a basic need, and em- 
phasis is placed on private resources, 
both domestic and foreign. 

Other matters on which policy de- 
cisions were made include the de- 
sirability of organizing national hotel 
associations, establishment of hotel- 
training schools, and effective busi- 


ness relationships between hotels and 
travel agencies. 

The report will be submitted to the 
Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and to the Permanent 
Executive Committee of the Inter-_ 
American Travel Congresses and will 
provide a basis for further action by | 
the 6th Congress next April. 

Government interest in the work of-. 
the committee was demonstrated by 
the representation of 13 countries at 
the meeting, although only 8 coun- 
tries comprise its basic membership. 
These were: Argentina, Bolivia, Bra- 
zil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Do- 
minican Republic, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, Mexico, Peru, Paraguay, and 
the United States. In addition, spe- 
cial observers were present from the 
following international organizations 
which maintain cooperative relations 
with the Organization of American 
States: Inter-American Hotel Asso- 
ciation, Inter-American Federation 
of Automobile Clubs, American Road 
Builders’ Association, and Interna- 
tiona! Road Federation. 


The Technical Committee on Travel 
Plant is the first of four committees 
recently established by the Inter- 
American Travel Congresses, a gov- 
ernmental body sponsored by the Or- 
ganization of American States (For- 
eigri Commerce Weekly, July 11, 1955, 
p. 15). 

The other three committees deal 
with research and organization, re- 
moval of travel barriers, and travel 
promotion and publicity. They are 
expected to hold similar meetings be- 
fore the Sixth Inter-American Travel 
Congress is held in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, April 12-22 of this year. 


Portugal Adopts Standards 
For Installation of TV 


Standards have been adopted in 
Portugal for the forthcoming instal- 
lation of black-and-white television 
broadcasting and receiving. 


In line with the.general movement 
toward establishing uniform systems 
for television installations in Europe, 
Portugal will follow standards recom- 
mended by the International Radio- 
Communication Consultative Commit- 
tee, which are followed in most of 
Western Europe. Among other tech- 
nical details, pictures of 625 lines are 
provided for. 


This measure was adopted through 
Ministry of Communication order No. 
15,609, published in the Diario do Gov- 
erno, Lisbon, of November 19, 1955.— 
Emb., Lisbon. 
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Air France has placed orders for 10 
Boeing 707 jet aircraft for delivery 
beginning in November 1959, the 
company has announced. The amount 
of the order, over $71 million, is the 
largest ever placed by the company. 





Spanish air carriers have a major 
problem in equipment shortages. Con- 


* sideration has been given to the pur- 


chase of Vickers Viscount aircraft, as 
well as additional Constellations. 

A  French-designed Turbomeca- 
powered helicopter has been built’ in 
Spain, and test flights of a Messer- 
schmidt-designed jet-trainer built in 
Spain were held at Seville in August. 





Lineas Aereas Costarricenses, S. A. 
(LACSA, a Costa Rican commercial 
airline, inaugurated a_triweekly 
schedule to El Salvador on December 
15, 1955. 

Convair 340’s will serve this route 
with a nonstop flight from San Jose 
to San Salvador, to Mexico City. 





A new Spanish domestic airline, 
Trabajos Aereos y Enlaces, S. A., 
with headquarters in Bilbao, has been 
established. 


The company is expected to operate 
a short-hop, noncompetitive service 
out of the Bilbao area and may buy 
British equipment. 





Tourist traffic to Ceylon in 1954 in- 
cluded 59,111 visitors, who spent $2,- 
084,210. 


Dollar earnings amounted to $366,- 
745. 


The Government of Ceylon plans to 
launch publicity campaigns in the 
United States, United Kingdom, Italy, 
other European countries, and Aus- 
tralia at a cost of approximately 
$100,000. 

Small hotels under control of 
the Government Tourist Bureau are 
being brought up to date in hygiene 
arrangements, furnishings, and mod- 
ern conveniences. A tourist introduc- 
tion card entitling its holder to con- 
cessions from the Ceylon Government 
Railway and certain photographic 
dealers and to temporary membership 
in some clubs will be issued to every 
tourist desiring one. The Tourist Bu- 
reau also has installed a public ad- 
dress system at the Colombo pas- 
senger landing jetty over which infor- 
mation will be given to tourists as 
they come ashore from vessels in the 
Colombo River.—Emb., Colombo. 





Aden Airways early in December 
1955 sent a plane to Dhala in the 
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Western Aden Protectorates and plans 
to start a regular weekly service there 
in the near future. 

This is the first time a civil air- 
line aircraft has flown to this field. 


The Aden Airways’ plane, was 
selected for survey work in developing 
small airfields in the Protectorates. It 
is a Rapide, which normally is 
equipped with 8 seats, but the passen- 
ger capacity is reduced to 6 when the 
aircraft carries long-range gasoline 
tanks. 





South African Airways’ use of Con- 
stellation aircraft may be extended to 
internal services in 1956. 

SAA now has four Constellation 
aircraft which are understood to be 
used solely in its European service. 

The line, according to press reports, 
has ordered three DC-7B’s from the 
United States, to cost about £1 million, 
or $2.8 million each. Several pilots and 
technicians are to go to the United 
States to be trained in the operation 
of the new craft and will fly the first 
DC-7B back to Jan Smuts Airport 
early in February. Reportedly, two of 
these new machines will be put on the 
Johannesburg-Cape Town run. DC-4’s 
now are used by SAA on this flight. 





Soviet Aeroflot has opened regular 
air service Belgrade-Moscow. Ar- 
rangements have been completed for 
the opening of regular air service from 
Belgrade to Warsaw by the Yugo- 
slavian airline JAT and Polish line 
LOT, and a Belgrade-Rome service by 
JAT and an Italian airline. 





Scandinavian Airlines System on 
December 21 signed a contract with 
Douglas .Aircraft Co. of California, 
for delivery of 7 Douglas DC-8 long- 
distance jet airliners, to cost 333 mil- 
lion crowns, or about $49 million, de- 
livery to begin in January 1960. The 
transaction requires formal approval 
of the three participating Govern- 
ments of Denmark, Norway, and 
Sweden. 





Guatemala Revises . . . 
(Continued from Page 11) 


(Classification revised to provide weight limi- 
tation.) 


469-8-6-2. Same, weighing 1,000 grams or 
more each, 0.50. (New classification; formerly 
included under item No. .469-8-6-1.) Packing 
for machinery and hydraulic pumps, dutiable 
at 0.10 quetzal, previously covered by this tariff 
classification has been renumbered No. 469- 
8-6-3. Artefacts of henequen, etc., not spec- 
ified, previously numbered No. 469-8-6-3, has 
been renumbered No. 469-8-6-4.) 


—El Guatemalteco, November 10 
and 12, 1955. 


New Caledonia Line 
Begins Operations 


The recently formed New Caledo- 
nian airline Transpac (Societe Ca- 
ledonienne de Transport Aerienne) in 
September 1955 received from Great 
Britain its first plane, a De Haviland 
Rapid Dragon. 

Flying operations were begun on 
October 1 with an inaugural flight 
to the Loyalty Islands, 60 miles east 
of the main island of New Caledonia, 
This flight was soon followed by flights 
to Poindimie, on the eastern coast of 
New Caledonia, and to the Isle of 
Pines, 30 miles to the south of New 
Caledonia. The airline has its base 
of operations at Noumea. 

By October 26 Transpac had begun 
a biweekly ‘service between Tontouta 
Airport, used by Air France, and the 
islands of Efate and Espiritu Santo in 
the New Hebrides via Lifou Island. 

These flights are scheduled to con- 


nect with Air France’s biweekly 
flights between France and New: 
Caledonia. It was understood that 


the French airline Compagnie Aeri- 
ennes Inter-Continentaux would re- 
place Air France on the France-New 
Caledonia route in 1956 and that it 
would extend its service from New 
Caledonia to New Zealand and to 
Tahiti. 

Stockholders of Transpac on No- 
vember 4 voted to increase the com- 
pany’s capital by 2 million frances 
C. F. P., divided into 400 shares of 
5,000 francs C. F. P. each (63.63 
Colonial French Pacific francs—US$1). 

This would increase the company’s 
total capital to 4 million francs C. F. P. 
and enable the company to purchase 
a second De Haviland Rapid Dragon 
plane in Great Britain. 





India, Japan Sign Agreement 
For Operation of Airlines 


India and Japan have signed an air 
agreement under which Air-India In- 
ternational, the airline designated by 
the Government of India, is entitled 
to touch Japan at Tokyo and proceed 
if desired to points beyond Japan in 
both directions, according to a press 
report. 


Similarly an airline to be designed 
by the Government of Japan will be 
entitled to touch India at Calcutta or 
Delhi and proceed if desired to points 
beyond India in both directions. 


The agreement is expected to fa- 
cilitate and promote closer contact 
between the peoples of India and 
Japan and thereby contribute to the 
furtherance of friendly relations be- 
tween the two countries. ‘ 

Air-India International has been 
operating from Bombay to Tokyo un- 
der provisional authorization from 
the Government of Japan. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES — 





Mozambique To Sell 
Power to S. Rhodesia 


Sociedade Hidro-Electrica do Revue 
of Mozambique has agreed to supply to 
the Electricity Supply Commission of 
Southern Rhodesia about 1,500 million 
kilowatt-hours of electrical energy 
over a 10-year period. 

The power will be generated at the 
Revue power stations which is to be 
enlarged. Mozambique thus will be- 
come a supplier of electric power to 
the developing Umtali area of South- 
ern Rhodesia. 

The demand for electric power in 
Mozambique is not sufficient, nor will 
it be in the next 10 years, to consume 
the potential hydroelectric power of 
Revue. For this reason the Portuguese 
will supply power from this site to 
Southern Rhodesia, even though its 
power demand will be met by the 
Rhodesian Kariba project at the ex- 
piration of the 10-year contract. 

To expand the generating: capacity 
of Revue the height of the present 
dam must be increased and a second 
dam must be built farther up the 
river. The additional dam construc- 
tion would also furnish irrigation. 


Transmission facilities are being 
constructed to extend 10,000 kilowatts 
of Revue power to Beira, a distance of 
about 180 kilonfeters, at an estimated 
cost of 40 million ggcudos, or US$1.38 
million. Facilities are expected to be 
completed early in 1956. 





Pan American Sets Alltime 
High Cargo Record in 1955 


An alltime high in the flying of 
freight between the United States 
and Europe was achieved by Pan 
American World Airways in 1955 
when. it carried almost 7 million 
pounds over the Atlantic, the com- 
pany states. 


In addition to the freight carried 
in 98 weekly passenger-cargo planes, 
Pan American offers, as announced, a 
Schedule of six all-cargo planes a 
week between New York City and six 
Industrial centers of Western Europe. 


Transatlantic cargo rates were cut 
an average of 20 percent, and for 
some commodities were reduced as 
much as 57 percent, the company said: 

Pan American estimates that dur- 
ing the year 6.8 million pounds of 
freight were flown in both directions, 
an increase of 46 percent over 1954. 





Railway Construction Under 
Study in French West Africa 


The sum of 100 million francs has 
been granted by the Central Fund for 
Economic and Social Development in 
Oversea Territories (FIDES) for con- 
tinued studies of two transportation 
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projects of considerable potential im- 
portance to French West Africa. 

One project is for a railroad for 
transporting iron ore from Fort Gou- 
raud, Mauritania. The decision prob- 
ably will be to build the road to the 
French West African coast, which 
would connect Fort Gouraud and the 
copper and iron mines at Akjoujt with 
the seacoast at Nouakchott, Mauri- 
tania. This road would be by far the 
most important piece of railway con- 
struction to be undertaken in French 
West Africa in the postwar period. 

Studies for this project have revived 
interest in railway construction in 
other parts of the area. 


EAA To Operate New 
Air Freight Service 


East African Airways, after a series 
of negotiations, has applied for a li- 
cense to operate a once-a-week freight 
service between Dar-es-Salaam and 
Ndola in the Rhodesian copper belt. 

It is hoped the service will begin in 
April. 

Central African Airways may add a 
service, making two flights a week. 


The EAA service will be the first di- 
rect communication between the two 
areas and will make possible the ship- 
ping of freight from the United King- 
dom to the port of Dar-es-Salaam and 
flying it to Ndola at rates only slightly 
higher than on all-surface routes via 
Durban or Port Elizabeth. 

EAA on December 3 inaugurated a 
weekly passenger service between Nai- 
robi and Salisbury. The 1,402-mile 
flight via Abercorn and Lusaka takes 
about 9 hours. The flight leaves Nai- 
robi on Saturday and returns on Sun 
day. Tickets are interchangeable with 
CAA, which now operates four Nairobi- 
Salisbury fifghts a week. 


After inauguration of the joint 
EAA-BOAC Argonaut flights between 
East. Africa and Britain, possibly by 
July 1956, EAA intends to expand its 
interterritorial freight and passenger 
service. 








Cropsin... 
(Continued from Page 4) 


a branch later, and the Bank of 
America established a regional repre- 
sentative in the city. 

New banking secrecy legislation was 
approved by the Finance Committee 
of the Chamber of Deputies on July 
13. The draft legislation requires 
banks to withhold information re- 
garding their client’s accounts, even 
from the courts, unless authorized to 
release such information by their 
clients or in the event of bankruptcy. 

It also provides for the establish- 
ment of accounts by number only, 
with clients names being withheld 
from bank employees. The legisla- 


Krishna River Project ~ 
Begun in SouthIndia = 


The Nagarjuna Sagar Project, a 
joint venture of the States of Andhra 
and Hyderabad on the Krishna 
River, and the largest river valley 
project in South India, was begun on 
December 10, 1955, with the laying of 
the foundation stone. 

This 1,220-million-rupee project, 
formerly known as! the Nandikonda, 
is of supreme importance to the Tel- 
engana area of Hyderabad State, 
which suffers from scanty rainfall 
and lack of irrigation facilities (1 
rupee—US$0.21). On the Andhra side, 
irrigation will be extended to the 
three districts of Krishna, Guntur, 
and Nellore. On the whole, the proj- 
ect will irrigate 3.4 million acres and 
help to raise 14 million tons of food 
grains. : , 


The project also will help in gen- 
erating 75,000 kilowatts of firm power . 
and a large block of seasonal power 
at the dam site, and further power 
potentialities are to be developed. 

The Government of India undertook 
to advance to the two State govern- 
ments a loan in the maximum amount 
of 750 million rupees for execution of 
the project. Of the total cost the 
States of Hyderabad and Andhra, 
respectively, will pay 327.4 million 
rupees, or 35 percent, and 892.8 mil- 
lion, or 65 percent. 

This cost excludes expenditures to 
be incurred for which estimates have 
not yet been prepared. The dam, to 
impound 9.3 million acre-feet of wa- 
ter, alone will cost 347.2 million 
rupees. The 276-mile right-bank 
canal on the Andhra side, reportedly 
the largest irrigation canal in the 
world, with a discharge of 21,000 cubic 
feet a second and irrigating 1.9 mil- 
lion acres, will cost 611 million rupees. 
The 140-mile left-bank canal on the 
Hyderabad side, with a discharge of 
11,000 cubic feet a second and irri- 
gating 1.3 million acres will cost 262 
million rupees. 





tion’s purpose is to increase the at- 
tractiveness of Lebanon as a haven 
for capital from other countries, es- 
pecially capital exported in violation | 
of exchange controls. 

The general stock-price trend on 
the Beirut stock market~ continued 
upward in the third quarter.- 

Lebanon continued to press forward 
under its policy of negotiating bilat- 
eral trade agreements in the hope 
that visible imports and exports 
might be brought more nearly into 
balance.—Emb., Beirut. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 








WORLD: TRADE — 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce’in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four con- 
venient “packages”: 


Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Oper- 
ations Reports ($6 a year; $8.50. if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year; $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 


Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 











Copies of individual reports also 
may purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 


tendent of Documents. 


The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: . 


Economic Reports 
Basic Data on the Economy of Israel. 


WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-104. 10 pp. 10 
cents. 


Operations Reports ‘ 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Egypt. WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-101. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 

Labeling and Marking Requirements 
of British West Africa. WTIS, Part 2, 
No. 55-117. 2 pp. 10 cents. 


Utilities Abroad 


Civil Aviation in New Zealand. 
WTIS, Part 4, No. 55-23. 6 pp. 20 cents. 





World Trade... 

(Continued from Page 16) 
use in orchards and by fruit growers 
in southwest France. 

Foodstuffs: 

Denmark—Otto Rathsack & Co. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 26° Vibeholmsvej, Glostrup, 
seeks agency for large quantities of 
standard-quality dried milk powder 
for feeding purposes. 

General Merchandise: 

Colombia—Guillermo Cadena Zabala 


Be Books 
““ Reports 


Survey of India’s Foreign Liabilities 
and Assets. Bombay, India. Re- 
serve Bank of India, 1955. 123 pp. 
45 cents, post free. 


Presenting data as of December 31, 
1953, this survey reports India’s total 
foreign long-term liabilities at 10.36 
billion rupees and assets at 11.1 bil- 
lion rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21). Lia- 
bilities in the public, or official, sector 
amounted to 5.83 billion rupees, and 
in the nonofficial, or private, sector, 
to 4.53 billion rupees. 

Foreign business investments, ac- 
cording to the survey, accounted for 
4.19 billion rupees of private liabilities, 
while loans and advances and in- 
surance liabilities made up 0.34 billion 
rupees. Over 82 percent of foreign 
business investment came from the 
United Kingdom, in manufacturing, 
trading, utilities, and plantations, fol- 
lowed by the United States with about 
8 percent, almost entirely in manu- 
facturing and trading. 


Foreign business investments showed / 


— 


| 
a total net increase of 1.32 billion 
rupees between June 30, 1948, the date 
of a previous survey, and December 
31, 1953. 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Report, 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, December 1955, 
43 pp. 

U. S. exports and imports of or- 
ganic, inorganic, and agricultural 
chemicals for selected months in 
1954-55 are shown in the latest issue 
of this monthly report prepared by 
the Chemical and Rubber Division of 
the Business and Defense Services 
Administration. 

Highlighted in the report are cur- 
rent developments in world chemical 
production and trade as well as rub- 
ber foreign trade briefs. 

Tables showing U. S. exports of 
antibiotics by principal countries of 
destination, January - September 
1954-55, also are included, and the 
report features an article on the 
chemical industry in South Africa. 

The publication may be purchased 
from the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. or from 
any of the Department’s Field Offices, 
at 15 cents a copy. 





(importer), Carrera 15, No. 31-87, 
Bogota, is interested in obtaining 
agency for additional lines of U. S. 
merchandise, including groceries, 
liquors, iron and galvanized iron 
sheets, bathroom fixtures, and hard- 
ware in general. 

Hardware and Building Supplies: 

Canada—John H. Reese (manufac- 
turer, commission merchant), 1712 
10th St. West, Calgary, Alberta, seeks 
agency for hardware and building 
supplies, including electrical ap- 
pliances and supplies, oil burners, and 
structural steel items. 

Household Appliances: 

Syria —Sibai, Jamaleddine, & Co. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant), P. O. 
Box ‘No.* 428, Homs, seeks agency for 
the following: 200 units yearly of 
electric fans, sizes 6”, 8”, 10”, 12”, and 
16”, 110 volts, a. c., 50 cycles; 50 units 
yearly of sewing machines, hand or 
foot operated; 50 units yearly of 
electric washing machines, medium 
and large sizes, standard type, for 
héme use; 200 units yearly of electric 
vacuum cleaners, all sizes, for home 
and office use. 


Pumps: 

Syria—Sibai, Jamaleddine, & Co. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant), P. O. 
Box No. 428,-Homs, seeks agency for 
300 units annually of irrigation pumps, 
850-1500 r. p. m., to be operated by 
diesel engine of 6-, 8-, 10-, 12-, 15-, 


and 20-hp.; sizes: 21%”x3”, 3”x4”, and 
4”x5”. 

Radios and Radio Equipment: 

Syria —Sibai, Jamaleddine, & Co, 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant), P. O. 
Box No. 428, Homs, seeks agency for 
200 units yearly of home portable 
radio receiving sets of 5-9 tubes, a. ¢, 
and d. c. 110 volts, 50 cycles, wooden 
and bakelite cases. 

Roadbuilding Equipment: 

Ecuador —Corporacion de Maqui- 
naria Agricola e Industrial C. A 
(COMAI) (agent and representative 
of foreign firms, importer of agricul- 
tural machinery and allied lines), 
P. O. Box 1073, Guayaquil, seeks agency 
for air compressors of the type used 
in road construction work; and road 
rollers, 8-12 tons, for highway con- 
struction and repair work. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 


France—Leoapold Nordlinger, 11 rue 
Commandant Henri-Fougerat, Barbe- 
zieux, Charente, is interested in ex- 
porting to the United States walnut 
and oak veneers, and wishes to contact 
potential importers. Scheduled to 
arrive early in February, via New York, 
for a month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Leopold Nordlinger, 7821 Forrest Ave. 
Philadelphia 19, Pa. Itinerary: New 
York and Philadelphia. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Oslo To Be Site for 
Instrumentation Show 


The International Exhibition Instru- 
mentation-Automation, sponsored by a 
number of Norwegian universities and 
research organizations, will be held in 
Oslo, Norway, April 9-22, 1956. 

The exhibition will feature indica- 
tion, recording, and signal instruments 
and other elaborate measuring and 
testing apparatus; mechanical, elec- 
tric, pneumatic, and hydraulic equip- 
ment for mechanization of working 
operations, process control, and auto- 
matic control systems; special elec- 
tronic and acoustical equipment and 
other devices for process plant opera- 
tions, research, and development; and 
optical and photographic equipment 
especially developed for scientific and 
technical research. 

The displays will be arranged in the 
Abelhangen Halls, in the center of 
Oslo, over an area of 3,600 square 
meters on 2 floors. Rental fees are 
110 Norwegian crowns a square-meter 
stand area (1 Norwegian crown—US 
$0.14). Partitioning walls, plain paint- 
ing, signs, and other decorations are 
at the expense of the exhibitor. 

A limited number of descriptive cir- 
culars are available from the Office of 
Intelligence and Services, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C., or may 
be consulted in the Department’s Field 
Offices. Complete details may be ob- 
tained by writing Secretariate, Studie- 
selskapet for Norsk Industri Munke- 
damsveien 53 B, Oslo, Norway. 





Logging Conference To Hold 
Annual Meeting and Show 


The 18th annual meeting of the Red- 
wood Region Logging Conference, 
which features an exhibition of logging 
and sawmilling equipment, will be 
held in Ukiah, Calif., May 25-26, 1956. 

The conference invites European 
manufacturers of sawmill and logging 
equipment to exhibit at the show. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from Mr. Earl W. Fullerton, 
Equipment Show, 105 N. Main Street, 
Ukiah, Calif. 








Plant Maintenance Show To 
Feature Factory Upkeep 


The Seventh Plant Maintenance & 
Engineering Show, one of the largest 
annual industrial expositions in the 
United States, is scheduled to be held 
at the Philadelphia Convention Hall, 
January 23-26, 1956, concurrently with 
the Seventh Plant Maintenance & En- 
gineering Conference. 

About 400 companies are expected to 
exhibit some 5,000 different products 
and services in 278 basic types. The 
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exhibits cover maintenance in all its 
aspects and in every kind of industry. 

The management expects about 
2,500 engineers to attend the confer- 
ence. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from Clapp & Poliak, Inc., 341 
Madison Avenue, New York 17, New 
York. 


Machine Tool Exhibit 


Planned at London 


The Machine Tool Trades Assdcia- 
tion of Great Britain, has scheduled 
the International Machine Tool Ex- 
hibition, the third since the end of 
World War II, at Olympia, London, 
June 22-July 6, 1956. 

Besides metalworking machine tools 
and woodworking machinery, the ex- 
hibits will include engineers’ small 
tools, gages, and measuring and test- 
ing equipment. Representatives from 
all the leading machine-tool manu- 
facturing countries, including the 
United States, Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, Netherlands, Italy, Scandinavia, 
and Switzerland, will join British 
manufacturers in exhibiting. 

The Machine Tool Trades Associa- 
tion is located at Victoria House, 
Southampton Row, London, W. C. 1, 
England.—Emb., London. 








Pediatric Congress, 


Show Set for July 


The VIII International Congress of 
Pediatrics will be held in Copenhagen, 
July 22-27, 1956, with an estimated at- 
tendance of 2,500 pediatricians from 
all over the world. A scientific and a 
technical exhibition is being arranged 
in conjunction with the congress. 

Both exhibitions will be staged in 
the university buildings Where the 
lectures of the congress also will be 
given. 

The purpose of the exhibition is to 
provide firms producing pharmaceu- 
tical or technical pediatric specialties 
with the opportunity to meet the pe- 
diatricians who attend the congress. 

Applicants will be sent a plan of the 
exhibition area and all technical in- 
formation. 

As the space for the technical ex- 
hibition is limited, interested firms are 
requested to apply as soon as possible. 

Inquiries concerning the exhibition 
should be addressed to: Technical Ex- 
hibition, Domus Medica, 12 A Kristi- 
aniagade, Copenhagen O. Denmark. 





Indonesian exports of leaf tobacco 
in the first half of 1955 totaled 20.8 
million pounds—down 10 percent from 
the 23.2 million pounds exported in the 
corresponding period of 1954, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 


The Frankfurt Book Fair will be 
held in Frankfurt, Germany, Septem- 
ber 19-24, 1956. 

The 1955 fair was attended by ap- 
proximately 39,000 buyers and 1,339 
exhibitors who considered it a success. 
The volume of orders placed was 


lower than that in 1954, as the trade 


already had bought for the Christmas 
season because of a postponement of 
the fair date. 

The exhibition occupied an area of 
approximately 9,000 square meters in 
3 of the municipal fairground’s ex- 
hibition halls. Books, prints, maps, 
globes, atlases, sheet music, and 
bound music volumes were displayed. 
The exhibition of approximately 48,- 
500 titles, 12,000 of which were newly 
published, represented a sampling of 
classics and new works in fiction, 


philosophy, art, music, political 


science, jaw, economics, geography, 
medicine, history, natural sciences, and 
education. Eleven foreign countries 
staged special exhibits of books. 


Of the 1,339 publishers exhibiting, : 


545 were from Western Germany, 170 
from Great Britain; 100 from the 
Soviet Union, 96 from Spain, 78 from 
the United States, and 70 from France. 


Publishers from 10 foreign countries 


did not exhibit in 1954. 
Buying interest, in general, was 
evenly distributed and buyers no 


longer concentrated on newly re-' 


leased works but placed follow-up 
orders for books published in previous 


years, according to reports. Low-priced . 


pocket books were particularly well 
received; some editions were sold out 
a few months after publication— 
Cons. Gen., Frankfurt. 





-Dates of Swiss Fairs and 


Exhibitions Annoynced 


The following Swiss fairs and ex- 
hibitions are scheduled for 1956: 

Swiss Motor and Sailing Boat Ex- 
hibition, Zurich, January 18-25; Inter- 
national Motor Show, Geneva, March 
8-18; 40th Swiss Industries Fair, 
Basel, April 14-24; Second Inventions 
and Novelties Exhibition, Zurich, May 
8-17; Bernese Fair, Bern, May 12-23; 
Neuchatel Industry and Commercial 
Show, Neuchatel, May 23-June 4; Swiss 
Radio and Television Show, Zurich, 
end of August; Garden and Furniture 
Exhibition, Basel, September 1-9; Of- 
fice Equipment Exhibition, Zurich, 
September 3-11; National Fair, Lau- 
sanne, September 8-23; Autumn Show, 
Zurich, end of September; OLMA Fair 
(Country Fair), St. Gall, October 
11-21. 





Book Fair in Frondlart. 
Scheduled in September 














NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar. 


Latin American Exchange Rates 


The peso of the Dominican Republic, the Guate. 


‘malan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar, 

















Average rate Latest available quotations 
\ Unit 
Country quoted Type of exchange 1953 1954 1955 oe = smsoong oh Date 
(annual) (annual) November U. 8. currency 1955 
Argentina *...| Peso.......... Ds batons scccesaeseése 7.50 CL Mi (ea en ee 2 ee 
Preferential.............. 5.00 ge ea MI hele es, ake ae ee eae 
fF 13.97 eae 2 waters. 2 ee ee ONY Pee 
: iveagmesbscoececccesan’ Vu binde- fF 1 “cada 18.00 18.00 0556 Dec. 15 
Dititetmecashesebeennel: Viedine. 6!” ocen 32.80 32.10 0312 Nov. 21 
Bolivia......- Boliviano..... Sp anie ce cocktasédoetune 143.50 191.90 191.90 191.90 0052 Nov. 30 
BE BR se cccecccoecvtcs ; 1 720.00 * 1,436.42 3890.00 3870.00 0003 Nov. 25 
Brazil**...... Cruzeiro. ..... a: * 18.76 18.82 18.82 18.82 0531 Dec. 15 
BE sc ca veecaccnceccs * 45.61 61.29 5 69.15 68.00 0147 Do. 
Chile ***...... PeSO........+- EE ey ee 50.87 110.20 110.20 110.20 0091 Do. 
Paahadbeanscovesl’ “Sense a0 | o@eas 203.00 203.00 0049 Do. 
Pree market (curb)....... 177.87 295.06 690.00 663.00 0015 Nov. 30 
Colombia... .. PRE Bec cc ccasse Me vcunetsccobsecede cdec 2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51 -3984 Dec. 15 
Di Tidssvedscoutditcitused = Guunt, ~*4 1: 40Ges 4.09 4.08 2451 Nov. 21 
Costa Rica GaSe ccicces th. 406 ovecudeadecct 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 1764 Dec. 15 
Controlled free........... 6.65 6.65 6.65 6.65 -1504 Dec. 15 
Beuador...... Sucre......... Central bank (official) 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 0660 Dec. 15 “§ 
Deana dad<ccamtings<dnes 17.44 17.42 17.37 17.37 0576 Nov. 30 
Honduras..... Lempira...... bb dues Kdaccee cates 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 -4950 Dec. 15 
Mexico....... i eer I atthe cccavets veted 8.65 * 11.38 12.51 12.51 0799 Do. 
Nicaragua. .... Cordoba...... DMicial........ccccecseees 5.00 5.00 1° 7.05 7.05 1418 Do. 
RR de devnctecescccccoces 7.63 7.44 7.43 7.50 1333 Nov. 30 
Paraguay..... Guarani...... WE aendedecdscebec Sec 15.00 12 97.21 * 21.00 21.00 0476 Do. 
Controlled free........... 56.09 63.74 * 65.00 65.00 0154 De. 
SES oS ane ts Osa | Exchange certificate...... 16.85 19.39 19.00 19.00 0526 Dec. 24 
OS Ser ae 16.94- 19.69 19.54 19.51 0512 Do. 
Salvador...... Colon *....... PEOB. occ sccccccccccccscces 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 4000 Dec. 15 
Uruguay...... WER. Sdsdseces Controlled.........esese. 1.90 1.90 18 2.10 132.10 4762 Dec. 15 
Commercial free.......... 2.45 2.45 18 2.80 132.30 3571 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade 2.92 3.19 3.89 3.91 2558 Nov. 30 
Venezuela Bolivar....... | Controlled free........... 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 2985 Dec. 15 



































(For explanation of rates, see notes in For- 
Commerce Weekly, Aug. 22, 1955, p. 14.) 
Quotation at close of year. 

2 Average of end-of-week rates. 

* Official selling rate changed August 1, 1953, 
from 18.72 to 18.82 cruzeiros per dollar. 

4 May-December average. 

5 October 1955 average rate. 

* Effective November 11, 1954, the selling rate 
from 110.20 


‘Free market legalized May 13, 1955. 

* Bank of Mexico selling rate. 

* Par value changed from 8.65 to 12.50 pesos 
per dollar, effective April 19, 1954. 

1° Par value changed from 5 to 7 cordobas per 
dollar, effective July 1, 1955. 


11 Par value changed from 15 to 21 guaranies 
per dollar, effective August 19, 1954. 


12 Par value shown. Buying and selling rates 
fluctuate slightly around par value. 


18 Effective Sept. 15, 1955, controlled rate was 
changed from 1.90 to 2.10 pesos. per dollar and 
commercial free rate from 2.45 to 2.80 pesos 
per dollar. 


* The basic preferential and legal free rates 
were discontinued on Oct. 27, 1955. The new 
official rate ‘went into effect on Oct. 28, 1955. 
The new free market rate did not become 
operative until Nov. 3, 1955 (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Nov. 14, 1955, p. 2). 


** Auction rates in the Rio de Janeiro auc- 
tion for Dec. 20, 1955, for U. S. dollarg/for 120- 
day delivery ranged as follows: First category, 
67-69.4 cruzeiros per dollar; second category, 
80.2-81.1; third category, 130.1-132; fourth cate- 
gory, 215- 215.4; fifth category, 334-334.5. These 
rates must be ‘added to the official selling rate, 
with applicable taxes, in order to get the effec- 
tive selling rates. 


*** The use of the Chilean “exceptional free 
fluctuating exchange area” (with selling rate 
of 303 pesos per dollary has been so extended 
that it recently has become more widely used 
than the 203 rate. (See Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Aug. 15, 1955, p. 5, and Aug. 22, 1955, 
p. 14.) 
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Haitian Economy ... 
(Continued from Page 2) 


nana company, HABANEX, banana 
exports totaled about 14,500 stems in 
October, which is more than double 
September exports. The Institut’s ob- 
jective is to stimulate banana exports 
to its 1946-47 level, when more than 
7 million stems were exported an- 
nually. 


Agriculture Recovers 


Haitian agriculture in general is 
recovering rapidly from the damage 
suffered 1954 from the hurricane, 
the drought, and untimely excessive 
rainfall in certain areas. In addition 
to expected large yields in coffee, 
sugar, and bananas, the cotton crop 


is reported to be above average. In 
the central plateau particularly, the 
crop is said to be exceptionally large. 

Rice output, which is the principal 
crop in the Artibonite Valley, is ex- 
pected to increase further in the cur- 
rent season, although excessive flood- 
ing in the lower Artibonite is said to 
have reduced the potential. Rice im- 
ports in the first 11 months of the 
1954-55 fiscal year amounted to 510 
metric tons, compared with 114 metric 
tons in the like period a year earlier, 
indicating that notwithstanding the 
production increase, consumption ap- 
parently increased faster. 

The electric-power station under 
construction at St. Marc, a city of 
about 12,000 population, some 50 miles 
from . Port-au-Prince, soon will go 


into production, giving commercial 
current to the city for the first time. 

Mineral prospecting in Haiti for the 
past several months has been very 
active with the participation of im- 
portant Canadian and American firms 
as follows: Halliwell Consolidated Ltd. 
of Canada has intensified its activi- 
ties in copper prospecting, the Kaiser 
Aluminum and Chemical Co. is pros- 
pecting for bauxite, the Common- 
wealth Mining Co. holds prospecting 
permits for a wide variety of minerals 
and has been active through various 
specialized companies, and petroleum 
drilling on La Gonave Island — by 
Andrews and Co., Houston, Tex., is 
being carried out under concessions 
granted to the Commonwealth com-’ 
pany. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Rubber Output and Use 
Advance, Stocks Fall 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 160,000 long tons in No- 
yember 1955, compared with 157,500 
tons in November 1954, according to 
estimates of the Secretariat of the In- 
ternational Rubber Study Group, the 
Business and Defense Services Admin- 
istration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, has reported. Output in the 
first 11 months of 1955 was estimated 
at 1,687,500 tons, compared with 1,622,- 
500 tons in the like period of 1954. 

World consumption of natural rub- 
per in November 1955 was placed at 
162,500 tons, compared with 155,000 
tons in November a year ago. Con- 
sumption was calculated at 1,667,500 
tons for the first 11 months of 1955, as 
against 1,610,000 tons for the corre- 
sponding period of 1954. 

Down 12,500 tons from the December 
$1, 1954, position, world stocks of nat- 
ural rubber at the end of November 
totaled 832,500 tons, consisting of 
232,500 tons in producing areas, 395,000 
tons in consuming areas—excluding 
Russian and Chinese stocks, and Gov- 
ernment stocks in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and France—and 
205,000 tons afloat. 

Excluding iron-curtain countries, 
synthetic-rubber operations in Novem- 
ber 1955 were estimated as follows: 
Production, 100,000 tons; consumption, 
97,500 tons; end-of-month stocks, 
180,000 tons, including afloats, up 5,000 
tons from the December 31, 1954, posi- 
tion. In November 1954, output was 
63,677 tons, and consumption, 65,000 
tons. Production totaled 985,000 tons, 
and consumption 960,000 tons, in the 
first 11 months of 1955, and in the 
like 1954 period, 649,180 tons and 667,- 
500 tons. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 2,627,500 tons 
in January-November 1955, as against 
2,277,500 in January-November 1954. 
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Chemical Production in Union of. South 
Africa Exceeds £80 Million Annually - 


South Africa’s chemical output now 
exceeds £80 million annually, com- 
pared with £73 million in 1953; accord- 
ing to an article appearing in the 
Chemical and Rubber Industry Re- 
port, December 1955, published by the 
Business and“Defense Services Admin- 


istration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


With the recent’ opening of the 
Government-sponsored South African 
Coal, Oil, and Gas Corporation 
(SASOL), chemical production in the 
Union is expected to continue to in- 
crease substantially, the article states. 
In addition, the Natal plant of the 
African Explosives and Chemical In- 
dustries, Ltd., heretofore devoted to 
caustic-soda output, now is equipped 
to produce, for the first time in South 
Africa, polyvinyl chloride, tric 
ethylene, and perchlorethylene. 

South Africa already is self-suf- 
ficient in most heavy chemicals, in- 
cluding sulfuric acid, ammonia, chlor- 
ine, hydrochloric acid, and nitric acid. 
Notable exceptions are caustic soda 
and soda ash. Entirely dependent on 
oversea sources for soda ash, the Un- 
ion’s requirements have increased at 
an annual rate of 9 percent in the 
past 15 years, now reaching approx- 
imately 48,000 tons, valued at almost 
£500,000 (£1=—$2.80). These require- 
ments are expected to increase to 
90,000 tons annually in the next 5 
years. Although caustic soda is pro- 
duced at the rate of 15,000 tons a 
year, it is necessary to import some 
10,000 tons. 


Progress in Organic Field 


Establishment of explosives and 
heavy chemical plants followed on 
needs of the Union’s mining industry, 
the mainstay of its economy, the 
article points out. Annual demand 
from agriculture for 650,000 tons of 
superphosphate has made nitrogenous 
fertilizer production a necessity. . 

“Considerable progress has been 
made in;some segments of the organic 
chemical field, but in others little or 
nothing has been done. The fermen- 
tation industry produces alcohols and 
solvents from molasses. Its principal 
product is ethyl alcohol, which is pro- 
duced at a rate of 5.5 million gallons 
annually. Dry ice, butyl alcohol, ace- 
tone, vitamin-rich animal feeds, and 
potassic fertilizers are byproducts. A 
wide range of solvents for the paint 
and related industries also is produced. 

Output of benzene by coal distilla- 
tion is*estimated at 1.5 million gallons 
a year. Other products obtained by 
this process include toluene, naphtha- 
lene, and various tar acids. About 


a= 


40,000 tons of calcium carbide are 
produced annually. 

Of the newer insecticides, the article 
continues, only DDT and BHC are 
manufactured in the Union, entirely 
by Klipfontein Organic Products, a 
Government - controlled corporation 
with a plant near Johannesburg. 
Domestic production also includes 
Bordeaux mixture, calcium arsenate, 
copper sulfate, copper oxychloride, and 
insecticides having a nicotine or gent 
nic base. 

Now ranking fourth in gross volume’ 
of output among South Africa’s manu-— 
facturing industries, investments in 
land, buildings, plant, and machinery 
have increased to more than £75 mil- 
lion from £24 million in 1948. More 


- (Continued o1. Page, 24) 


Tobacco Varieties To 
Be Changed in Syria 


The planting of Abu Riha tobacco, 
or Latakia leaf, has been discontinued 
in Syria because a lower demand — 
and an accumulation of heavy stocks 
has forced prices very low, the Di- 
rector of the Syrian Tobacco Mo- 
nopoly has announced. 

Shak El Bint tobacco will be sub- 
stituted on most of the Abu Riha 
acreage and experimental oriental 
and semioriental varieties will be 
grown to some extent. 

Abu Riha has had an important 
role in Syrian tobacco production. 
In 1954 it accounted for two-fifths of 
total Syrian tobacco production, 
whereas in 1955, when stocks were 
already high, production dropped to 
one-sixth of production. 

Discontinuance of planting Abu Ri- 
ha is the result of numerous com- 
plaints from growers and exporters 
of this variety of tobacco who are 
holding accumulated stocks which 





- have increased every year since 1953. 


Stocks on August 31, 1955, were 
estimated at about 4,500 metric tons. - 
Broken down by export weight these 
stocks in all positions, as estimated 
by the Tobacco Monopoly, were as 
follows, in metric tons: Held in the 
United States for the account of 
Syrian exporters, 1,000; stored in ex- 
porters’ depots in Latakia and ready 
to export, 1,437; smoked and under 
preparation for export, 578; balance 
of production before 1955 remaining 
unsmoked, 644; 1955 new crop, un- 
smoked, 860. 

On the basis of exports in recent 
years it would take at least 3 to 4 


years to dispose of these Abu Riha 
stocks.—Emb., Cairo. 
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New Ultimate Consignee 
Statement Forms Issued 


Two new ultimate consignee state- 
ment forms now are available for U. S. 
exporters to send to their foreign im- 
porters to use in explaining the end- 
use and distribution of U. S. goods 
to be shipped to them, the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce has announced. 

Use of the new forms is optional 
for the present, BFC said, but will 
become mandatory on April 2, 1956, 
when new ultimate consignee state- 
ments will be required. 

The new forms, FC-842 and FC-843, 
are designed to reduce paperwork and 
at the same time tighten security pre- 
cautions. They are available at all 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 


fices, and from BFC in Washington. 


Foreign importers may obtain them 
from their U. S. exporters or from 
most U. S. embassies and consulates. 


The purpose of the ultimate con- 
signee statement, required since mid- 
1951, is to help prevent transshipment 
of U. S. goods to unauthorized desti- 
nations. In such statements, among 
other assurances, the ultimate con- 
signee in a foreign country certifies 
to his U. 8. supplier and to BFC that 
the goods to be exported to him will 
be sold or distributed only in the 
named country or countries, and that 
shipment will not be made to any 
other unauthorized country without 
prior approval from BFC. 


With certain exceptions, an ultimate 
consignee statement (form FC-842) 
must be filed for each license applica- 
tion covering a single shipment valued 
at $500 or over to any country out- 
side the Western Hemisphere. 


Alternative Permitted 


As an alternative procedure, export- 
ers having a continuing relationship 
with an ultimate consignee involving 
recurring orders for the same types 
of commodities for the same destina- 
tions and end-uses may submit a 
multiple transaction statement (Form 
FC-843) for all proposed shipments 
during the period covered. Such state- 
ments also must be submitted in con- 
nection with proposed shipments to 


any Latin American country when 
application is made under the time 
limit licensing procedure. All multiple 
transaction statements required to be 
submitted on or after April 2 may 
be valid until June 30, 1957, un- 
less the ultimate consignee limits 
the validity of the statement to a 
shorter period. 


BFC also has announced that cer- 
tain procedural changes have been 
made in connection with the revised 
forms. These changes are described in 
detail in BFC’s Current Export Bulle- 
tin No. 760, January 12. Copies of the 
bulletin may be obtained from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from any of the 
Department’s Field Offices at 10 cents 
each. 





Limited Quantity of Cheese 


For Export on Bid Basis 


An offer of 15 million pounds of 
cheddar cheese from Commodity 
Credit Corporation inventory for 
commercial export on a bid basis was 
announced by the Department of Ag- 
riculture on January 11. 


Such sales are being resumed, it 
was indicated, to aid exporters in 
seeking foreign markets for U. S. 
cheese on a more competitive price 
basis. It was emphasized that sales 
will continue to be made at prices 
and in quantities that will not depress 
worldwide price levels or disrupt 
world markets for cheese. 





Chemical Production .. . 


(Continued from Page 23) 
than 35,000 persons are employed in 
the industry, 28 percent of them Eu- 
ropeans, and the annual payroll is £10 
million. Approximately half of the 
£50 million worth of raw materials 
used annually is of domestic origin. 


The British Commonwealth plays 
the primary role in South Africa’s for- 
eign trade, the United States being 
the second leading market and source 
of supply. In 1954, the Union’s im- 
ports of drugs, chemicals, and ferti- 
lizers were valued at £16,319,460. The 
corresponding figure for oils, waxes, 
resins, and paints. and varnishes 
amounted to £7,484,490. , 


Exim Bank Authorizes 
Credits to 5 Firms 


Five U. 8S. concerns have been 
granted credits by the Export-Import 
Bank of Washington to assist in finan- 
cing their sales to four countries, the 
Bank has announced. 


The credits, approved under export- 
er credit lines previously authorized 
by the Bank, were as follows: 


Fairbanks, Morse & Co., Inc., Chi- 
cago, Ill—$100,000 for financing the 
Sale of agricultural equipment, light 
machinery including diesel generators, 
motors, and other electrical equipment 
in Venezuela. 

The Oliver Corp., Chicago, Ill.—$60,- 
000 for financing the sale of agricul- 
tural and industrial machinery and 
related equipment in Cuba. 


The Galion Iron Works & Manufac- 
turing Co., Galion, Ohio—$81,000 for 
financing the sale of 15 road rollers 
and accessories in Colombia. 


Davey Compressor Co., Kent, Ohio— 
$17,300 for financing the sale of air 
compressors, tampers, rock drills, pavy- 
ing breakers, oil liners and other con- 
struction equipment in Venezuela. 


The Yale & Towne Manufacturing 
Co., New York, N. Y.—$17,000 for 
financing the sale of 3 industrial 


warehouse trucks and auxiliary equip- 
ment in Mexico. 





Butter Added to Finnish 
Farm-Surplus Agreement 


The agreement between the United 
States and Finland providing for the 
purchase by Finland of U. S. agricul- 
tural commodities for local currency 
has been expanded to include $550,000 
worth of butter, including certain 
transportation costs, the Department 
of Agriculture announced on January 
12. 

An account of the earlier sale of 
U. S. surplus products to Finland for 
local currency, and the purposes for 
which the Finnish proceeds were # 
be used, appeared in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, May 23, 1955, page 35. 
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